Assessment Report Standard Format
July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008
PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED ___Social Science Education_________
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR __Carol Engelhardt Herringer___
YEAR ___4______ of a ____4_____YEAR CYCLE
1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED


The Director of the Social Science Education program (Carol Herringer) reviewed PRAXIS II pass rates and acceptance rates to the graduate licensure program at WSU, using data supplied by Chris Murphy (CEHS).  As disaggregated PRAXIS II scores are now available to Ohio universities, the data offer more details.
2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS


The objectives directly within the control of the SSE program are two: to pass Praxis II (academic content knowledge) test and to enter graduate school to complete professional licensure requirements.

15 WSU students took the PRAXIS II exam; 13 passed.  (One student received a 156 on the exam, which bodes well for the next try; the other student received a 139.  One of those students was male, the other was female.)  Scores ranged from 139-197.  The median score for this group was 164 and the score range was 159-79.  The required passing score is 157.  The median score for all examinees was 165 and the score range was 155-176.

The results for WSU students were in the 60-70% range for four areas: US history, Government/Civics/Political Science, Geography, and Economics.  In these areas, WSU students were at or above the scores for the national average.

WSU students did worse in two areas: World History (58%) and Behavioral Sciences (59%).  National averages for these two areas were 62% and 64%, respectively.  The relatively low score on World History is not new and probably reflects the fact that WSU students are required to take only 2 upper-level classes in non-Western history, a field which is very broad, and only 1 in European history.  We hope that adding an additional European history course to the major will help rectify this problem.  (Please see attached spreadsheet for a breakdown of the scores.)

In the period under assessment, 24 students graduated from the program.  (Summer 07--5; Fall 07—9; Winter 08--5; Spring 08--5)  The six graduates who applied for the Fall 2008 start were accepted, as were the seven who applied for the Winter 2008 start.  One student was denied admission for the Fall 2008 start, and two for the Winter 2008 start; all did not meet the stated requirements (usually g.p.a.).  At least two graduates are now enrolled in the graduate licensure program at the University of Dayton.  
3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

At the request of the CEHS, the history requirements have been adjusted so that two upper-level European history courses are required, which will leave room for only one elective upper-level history course.  This should help raise the scores in the World History portion of the exam.
4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE
There were no deviations from the assessment plan.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS

     None.
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