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I. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED

During year four of the assessment cycle the Program Director evaluates data relevant to the Fourth Learning Outcome of the Program:

· Learning Outcome 4: Graduates of the Program will have created or performed a body of work in a diverse range of humanities-related fields, such as art, music, and creative writing.

(a) The following measures were used in the assessment of this outcome:

· Prospectus defenses

· Project defenses

· Student performances or exhibitions of their creative work

 (b) The following persons participated in this process:

1.
Humanities Program Committee members

2.
Student Project Committee members

3.
Program Director

(c) How these persons participated in the assessment process:

1. At the outset of a student’s work on a creative project, the Humanities Program Committee   evaluates the student’s proposal for a creative project at the prospectus defense. The committee assesses the following three areas:

1. The student has proposed a coherent body of creative work.

2. The body of creative work addresses a focused theme.

3. The student has identified a topic and research plan for the essay accompanying the creative work that effectively develops this theme. 

2. Each student’s Project Committee is generally comprised of at least one faculty member whose primary responsibility is to oversee the creative side of the project, and at least one member whose primary responsibility is to oversee the research side of the project. Together, the Project Committee members supervise the student’s work to ensure it meets the following two goals:


1. The creative work expresses a coherent and focused theme.


2. The essay accompanying the creative work effectively develops this theme.

At the project defense the Project Committee makes a final evaluation of the student’s work to ensure that these two goals have been achieved.

     3. The Program Director participates in the assessment process in the following ways:

· She regularly reviews student programs of study and advises students in the program on course selection to ensure that they have the training necessary to satisfactorily complete a creative project.

· She consults with the student’s Project Committee to ensure satisfactory completion of the project.

II. ASSESSMENT FINDINGS:

During year four of the assessment cycle the Program Director evaluates data relevant to the Fourth Learning Outcome of the Program: Graduates of the Program will have created or performed a body of work in a diverse range of humanities-related fields, such as art, music, and creative writing.

(a) The Program Committee evaluated two student prospectuses for creative projects. Both projects were from Modern Language emphasis students, who proposed to translate and contextualize a Spanish language text as their creative project.

(b) Three creative projects were completed and successfully defended, one from the field of visual arts and two from modern languages.

(c) Interpretation of Assessment Findings:

The assessment findings indicate that Learning Outcome Four is being met. Students in the Master of Humanities Program are creating or performing a body of work in a diverse range of humanities-related fields, such as art, music, and creative writing. 

· The Program Director’s review of individual programs of study indicates that students took the courses necessary to successfully complete a creative project.

· The successful completion of three creative projects indicates that students in the Master of Humanities Program are producing a body of creative work in a diverse range of humanities-related fields. 
3. PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

The project defenses indicate that during the assessment year students graduating from the program had successfully produced a body of creative work in a diverse range of humanities-related fields. Both members of the Program Committee and members of student Project Committees agreed that the program facilitates the production of creative work. Based on these findings, no program improvements are being planned or implemented at this time.

4. ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE

I have not yet had an assessment meeting of all participants in the assessment process. Now that I have findings for four years of the assessment process, I will determine the most effective way of communicating them to the participants.

The Assessment Plan for the Master of Humanities Program indicates that during year four of the assessment cycle the Program Director is to conduct a survey of Program alumni. This survey was not conducted during the assessment year. I need to begin planning to conduct this survey during the upcoming assessment year.

5. NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS

During the current assessment year, I plan to revise the assessment questionnaires used to measure the Program’s learning outcomes. Now that the Program has been through one complete assessment cycle, I am able to recognize a number of ways to make the questionnaires more effective measures of the learning outcomes.
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