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Assessment challenges

During the 2006-2007 academic year, the Department of Economics was without a chairperson.  Program assessment was not well organized, and little data appear to have been collected.  The following report is based on the limited data available for the period in question.

Learning goals:

1. Students will develop an understanding of the principal characteristics of the modern economy

2. Students will display the ability to apply the tools of economic analysis to resolve advanced economic problems
3. Students will exhibit an improved capacity for the critical evaluation and resolution of a wide variety of economic as well as non-economic questions.

Assessment measures

The assessment was conducted through the use of a series of marker questions embedded in course examinations.  In particular, 14 multiple choice questions were administered in one section of EC 204, (Principles of Microeconomics) in the Winter Intersession, December of 2006.  The questions focused on the following topics: comparative advantage, demand and supply adjustments, diminishing returns for a firm, elasticity, marginal cost, market structure, profit maximization for a monopoly, profit maximization for a competitive firm, negative externalities, opportunity cost, and utility.

Outcomes
On average, 52 percent of students answered the marker questions correctly.  These percentages ranged from a low of 13 percent to a high of 78 percent on individual questions.  The most difficulty was encountered with a question that distinguished between a shift in demand and a movement along a demand curve.  Specific results are 
detailed in the table below.
	Question
	Topic
	Sample

Size
	Percent

Correct

	1
	Comparative Advantage
	23
	52

	2
	Demand & Supply Adjustment - Income
	23
	56

	3
	Demand & Supply Adjustment - Multiple Factors
	23
	43

	4
	Demand & Supply Adjustment - Single Factor
	23
	13

	5
	Diminishing Returns - Firm
	23
	34

	6
	Elasticity
	23
	78

	7
	Marginal Cost
	23
	60

	8
	Market Structure
	23
	78

	9
	Maximize Profits - Monopoly
	23
	65

	10
	Maximize Profit - Perfect Competition
	23
	21

	11
	Negative Externality
	23
	39

	12
	Opportunity Cost
	23
	60

	13
	Profit Maximization
	23
	56

	14
	Utility
	23
	73


Learning Goal 1:  assessed by questions 2, 5, 7, 8.  

Answered correctly: 57%

Learning Goal 2:  assessed by questions 1, 4, 10, 13, 14.


Answered correctly: 43%

Learning Goal 3:  assessed by questions 3, 6, 9, 11, 12.


Answered correctly: 57%

The results indicate a slight improvement on each learning goal from the 2005-06 results.  The most improvement is still needed on goal 2, application of the tools of economic analysis to resolve advanced economic problems.  However, the reliability of the results is questionable, given the small sample size.
