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1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED



Briefly describe the assessment measures employed during the year.

· What was done?

· Who participated in the process?

· What challenges (if any) were encountered?
Assessment Measure A:
Measured Assessment Plan Objectives A and B

In 2006-07 the Department of Music Graduate Studies in Music Program reviewed placement records of its graduating students.  Participating in the process was Dr. Hank Dahlman, Director of Graduate Studies in Music and faculty within the Department of Music.  No challenges were encountered.
Assessment Measure B:  Measured Assessment Plan Objectives A and B, and Learning Outcome 4
Since incoming knowledge and skills in music theory and musicianship is one predictor of potential success in our graduate program, and success as high caliber musicians and acceptance to doctoral programs, in 2006—07 the Graduate Studies in Music program reviewed entry-level music theory content knowledge and musicianship skills of incoming students.  A placement examination with sections in music theory and musicianship was administered during the first quarter of students’ matriculation into the program.

These measures parallel those of the undergraduate music program, since the 10-year cycle is based on the assessment procedures used by the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) during our 10-year re-accreditation reviews.  NASM reviews assess all Department of Music programs (both undergraduate and graduate) as a single entity.

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS


List the objectives and outcomes assessed during the year, and 
briefly describe the findings for each.

Program Objective A:
Students will be prepared to become high caliber professional music educators, performers, or historians.

Program Objective B:
Students will be prepared for graduate study at the doctoral level at institutions with national or international reputations for excellence.

Learning Outcome 4:
The student will develop historical and theoretical analysis skills that will assist the graduate in more artistically-informed performances.

Findings for Program Objectives A and B:
The assessment showed that Department of Music graduate students were

accepted into prestigious graduate schools and that music education

majors were receiving placements in area public schools.  Of the four graduating students, Aaron Carman has been accepted for doctoral study in composition at the Cleveland Institute of Music, Heather Patrick-Marsh was hired  at Tippecanoe High School, Tipp City, and Katherine Wright has opened a private piano studio in New Mexico.  Information about the fourth student is not presently available.

Finding for Learning Outcome 4:

Content knowledge in music theory and skills in musicianship are core competencies for success as a graduate student in music.  Students who have trouble in these areas typically have difficulty overall as a music major.  For this reason the Department of Music focused on music theory for 2006-07 assessment.

There is a wide divergence in the music theory content knowledge and musicianship skills of incoming students. Ten students were administered the Theory Placement Test (with sections in theory content knowledge and musicianship skills). Nine students passed the theory knowledge section satisfactorily, and seven students passed the musicianship skills section satisfactorily.  Students who did not pass one or both of the test portions will not be allowed to register for courses in music theory until both portions are passed satisfactorily.  Various remedial measures are being offered to these students. 

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching 
methods, 
facilities, or services that are in response to the assessment findings.
While we are meeting our current goals in Program Objectives A and B, we will continue to investigate ways to improve in these areas.

In response to findings for Learning Outcome 4, graduate faculty in music theory and music history met with the Director of Graduate Studies in Music and the Chair of the Department of Music in Fall, 2007 to review music theory knowledge and musicianship skills of matriculating students.  Students experiencing difficulty were directed to discuss these issues with the theory coordinator.  As stated above, various remedial options are being offered to these students.

Faculty in music theory are meeting to review minimal entrance standards 

in music theory and musicianship and testing procedures.  

4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE

Explain deviations from the plan (if any).

These activities comply with our current assessment plan and there are no deviations.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS

Describe developments (if any) regarding assessment measures, communication, faculty or staff involvement, benchmarking, or other assessment variables.

As cited above faculty, are actively working to raise standards, while at the same time providing assistance to students with weaker backgrounds. 
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