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1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED


Briefly describe the assessment measures employed during the 
year.  

What was done?                   
· Exit interviews were held with students completing the Program in March, June and August, 2007.

· A random sample of ten term papers from the portfolios submitted by our graduates was reviewed by the committee.

Who participated in the process?
· Dr. Mark Sirkin, the program director did most of the interviewing, due to scheduling difficulties, although the other members of the program committee, Dr. Carol  Nathanson and Dr. Gary Pacernick along with Dr. Sirkin did hold an exit interview jointly with two graduates in May.
What challenges (if any) were encountered?

· Coordination of schedules of participants

2. ASSESSMENT FINDINGS

List the objectives and outcomes assessed during the year, and 
briefly describe the findings for each.


Each year we attempt to assess all of our program’s objectives and outcomes in our


Oct. 19, 2004 assessment plan.  The program’s objectives are as follows: 
· Graduates of this program will:




(1) be prepared to obtain employment in occupations related to their 




concentrations and other coursework, 



(2) be prepared to pursue graduate study in programs related to their 




concentration and other coursework, 



(3) have satisfied their desire for personal enrichment and understanding 




based on the courses they chose as Liberal Studies majors, and 



(4) have enhanced their own self- understanding, the relationship between 




themselves and others, and understanding of their own personal values.
Because of the newness of this program and relatively few graduates it is still too early to assess progress in (1) and (4) above, as these are relatively long-term objectives. As to (2), we have already seen our graduates admitted to graduate work, including our own M.A. program in English. Additionally, we average about 13 Dean’s list students per quarter. For (3) above, based on exit interviews, students appear satisfied that the courses they have taken have enhanced their enrichment and understanding.

· The learning objectives are:


(1) critical thinking/logical reasoning skills, 

(2) effective writing skills,

(3) effective research skills, and

(4) ability to use an interdisciplinary perspective.

The exit interviews were extremely positive, reflecting satisfaction with the program’s flexibility (mentioned six times) balance between the CoLA constituencies. Unlike last year, nobody expressed difficulty in finding upper-division courses or finding courses to meet the interdisciplinary studies requirement.

The term papers were well regarded by the committee members who read them. They assigned an overall grade to the papers plus a grade and comments dealing with each of the four learning objectives.

Further details on the exit interviews and the term papers read will be provided in a separate supplement to this report.

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS
List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching methods, facilities, or services that are in response to the assessment findings.

For this and the previous year we have relied on a graduate assistant to supplement the growing advising load of the program director. Luckily the assistants both years performed or appear to perform capably.

However, this requires training each year and runs a high risk of mis-advising due to the myriad of requirements that we have at the university, college, and program levels. As was originally envisioned when this program was first proposed, we need full time faculty to advise our majors. Already familiar with WSU and CoLA requirements, they can easily advise Liberal Studies majors. This is an urgent matter!
4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE

Explain deviations from the plan (if any).


There were no deviations.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS
Describe developments (if any) regarding assessment measures, communication, faculty or staff involvement, benchmarking, or other assessment variables.

See the comments under Program Improvements above.

We now have 169 student files, of which perhaps ten have graduated and must be filed elsewhere. Currently, 90 students are enrolled: 68 majors here, two more at Lake Campus, and 20 in University College. We clearly continue to attract majors and are meeting a need at Wright State University.
Liberal Studies Assessment Report 2006-2007

Supplement

Exit Interviews

Eleven students were interviewed. Six directly lauded the program’s flexibility, allowing them to take the courses they wanted to take. Most liked the balance between the three CoLA constituencies in our core, although one wasn’t happy with the fine arts requirement, but liked the courses taken anyway. Three specifically were pleased with the advising they had received. Nobody had difficulty finding upper division or interdisciplinary studies courses; problems raised in previous exit interviews. Two felt that their critical thinking skills had improved.

Other comments went beyond our program. Several liked their courses and/or their professors. One didn’t like the language requirement. One had trouble getting into the classes she wanted to take.

Finally, one graduate expressed concerns even beyond our college. Namely, the lack of personal security at night and how dirty the restrooms were. (On the last one: Amen, brothers and sisters!)

Term Papers

Two committee members read ten papers from nine different students. I picked the papers at random, looking –where possible- for research papers with source citations. I wasn’t always successful. Below are the overall grades plus grades for each of our four learning objectives: (1) critical thinking/logical reasoning skills, (2) effective writing skills, (3) effective research skills, and (4) ability to use an interdisciplinary perspective. Where the reviewers differed by more than one letter grade, I reread the papers and provided my own assessment. The problem is that we don’t offer our own Liberal Studies courses, so we are not really assessing our program, but the college as a whole. More observations will follow.

Discrepancies in bold type.
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