ASSESSMENT REPORT

Master’s Program in Physiology and Biophysics

July 1, 2005 — June 30, 2006

Department:  Neuroscience, Cell Biology and Physiology

Degree Program:  Master of Science in Physiology and Biophysics

Chair:  Dr. Timothy Cope

Assessment Coordinator:  Dr. Larry Ream

1.  ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED
• Prior to completing the first year core curriculum, the student (only one student in the program during the 2005-2006 academic year) met with the Program Director to discuss the course work taken, course work yet to be completed, and progress in the graduate anatomy program.  At this meeting, the student submitted a quarter-by-quarter timetable outlining their plans for completing the remaining requirements for their degree.  The student confirmed her mentor and laboratory in which her thesis research work will be done.

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS
• The student completed the core curriculum as planned.  A research mentor was chosen and the research was started.

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS
• No significant changes were made in the program in the past year.

• The graduate student seminars are a series of 3 consecutive seminars given in the Fall, Winter, and Spring Quarters of the first year core curriculum.  These seminars may need to be evaluated as to their goals and necessity in the program.  Possible changes may include combining the seminars, developing more appropriate seminars, or substituting these seminars with relevant seminars offered by other programs.  

• Both a departmental Curriculum Committee and a Graduate Committee need to be established.

4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE
• Due to the merger of two departments (Anatomy, and Physiology and Biophysics) into the current Department of NCBP, a functioning Graduate Committee has not yet been established.  A new Graduate Committee will need to be formed.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS
• No new developments in the assessment process are planned.

