Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2005 - June 30, 2006

PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED ___Environmental Sciences PhD_________________________________

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR __Wayne Carmichael

YEAR 2005-2006 of a _***   YEAR CYCLE
***  Program began in 2002 (first year of student admissions). 2005-2006 represents year 4 of the program assessment without a student graduating from the program. A three yr cycle will be used once the first graduating student occurs.

1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED



Briefly describe the assessment measures employed during the 
year.

· What was done? 

A. Assess student progress in areas of major advisor/thesis committee assignment; passage of preliminary exam.

B. Review program curriculum and assess its acceptance and function for students and faculty.

· Who participated in the process? Interdisciplinary Review Committee (IRPC), Program faculty and students.

· What challenges (if any) were encountered? Challenges reflect those of a new program; getting students into a research lab, getting students funded on program faculty grants/contracts in year 3.

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS



List the objectives and outcomes assessed during the year, and 
briefly describe the findings for each.

A. All first, second, third and fourth year students are aligned with program faculty. Four out of six year one students have successfully completed their preliminary exams (the remaining two have moved to part time status) and three out of six year two students have completed their preliminary exam. Two out of four year three students have completed their preliminary exams. All year one and two students have support other than program funds and two out of four year three students have non-program funding. All year 4 and 5 students are on program funding.

B. Student scholarship included-three scientific papers or posters presented at scientific meetings and five more seminar presentations at WSU seminar series.

C. The IRPC, Program Faculty and students participated in the curriculum assessment process. 

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS



List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching 
methods, facilities, or services that are in response to the 
assessment findings.

A. A revised curriculum was implemented beginning Fall 2006. This revised curriculum was approved by the Graduate Council in the winter of 2006. All curriculum changes have been met and are in place for the academic year 06-07.

4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE



Explain deviations from the plan (if any).

None

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS


Describe developments (if any) regarding assessment measures, 
communication, faculty or staff involvement, benchmarking, or other 
assessment variables.

A. Assessment will focus on number 4. “Measures” for 2006-2007. We expect our first Graduating student in 2006-2007 or early in 2007-2008.

