Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005

Program Assessed:  Sociology

Assessment Coordinator:  Curriculum Committee, Jacqueline Bergdahl, Chair

Year 1 of a 4 year cycle

1.  Assessment Measures Employed

Briefly describe the assessment measures employed during the year.

What was done?  

On April 2nd two focus groups were held with sociology seniors. The meetings took place at lunchtime during the Sociology Career Seminar (Soc. 204). Pizza was served as an incentive. 
Who participated in the process?

Each group had 5 students and one facilitator; facilitators were Michael Norris and Jeanne Ballantine. The sessions lasted approximately one hour.  
What challenges (if any) were encountered?

None
2.  Assessment Findings

List the objectives and outcomes assessed during the year, and briefly describe the findings for each.
· Specific objectives and learning outcomes were not targeted by the focus group questions.  This linkage will be reviewed and revised (see New Assessment Developments).  

· Focus group findings:  
a.  Students felt there should be more internship opportunities offered in areas 
other than criminal justice.  
b.  Some felt that an internship should be required of all sociology majors.
c.  It was suggested that advising and advisors could use improvement.
d.  Students also wanted more variety in courses offered.  
3. Program Improvement

List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching methods, facilities, or services that are in response to the assessment findings.

· These improvements are linked to the focus group findings in Assessment Findings above.
a.  Faculty agree that internship opportunities should be broadened to offer areas other than criminal justice.  This will be brought to the attention of the person or persons who will administer these internships.  A sudden retirement has left the internships in the hands of an adjunct currently, a permanent solution should be found by Fall 2006.  
b.  Faculty disagree with the focus group suggestion that an internship should be required of all sociology majors.  A lack of faculty willing to manage internships, the problem of requiring students who are employed to take unpaid internship positions and a cap of 15 students allowed to enroll in internships every quarter all make requiring an internship of all majors not feasible.

c.  To address the issue of advising improvement  we will put together a packet for new majors with information about the importance and availability of advising and suggestions about course sequencing.
d.  Curriculum committee will analyze course offerings and make suggestions to improve the variety of offerings.

4. Assessment Plan Compliance

Explain deviations from the plan (if any).
· Portfolios were not collected for this assessment period.  Concrete plans of action need to be developed to ensure that these assessment materials are collected in the future.
· Learning outcomes are poorly linked to questions used in focus groups.  Better linkages between learning outcomes specified in the assessment plan and focus group questions need to be developed.  

       5.  New Assessment Developments

Describe developments (if any) regarding assessment measures, communication, faculty or staff involvement, benchmarking, or other assessment variables.

· An alumni survey has been drafted and will be pre-tested in the fall quarter 2005.
· The Assessment Plan for sociology will be analyzed by the Curriculum Committee and the faculty to:

a.  Improve the linkages between objectives of the program and measures of the objectives.  

b.  Improve the linkage between measurements of learning outcomes of the program and senior exit focus group questions.
c.  Review alumni survey draft for linkage between learning outcome measures and alumni survey questions.
· Recommend better coordination of assessment efforts – the assessment plan, focus group questions and alumni survey were all developed independently.  Chair of the curriculum committee should act as assessment coordinator to ensure measurement efforts will yield usable data for assessment efforts.
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