Assessment Report Standard Format
July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005

PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED MS in Computer Science, MS in Computer Engineering, PhD in Computer Science and Engineering
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR Forouzan Golshani
YEAR ____N/A______ of a ____N/A______YEAR CYCLE
1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED

Section entrance surveys were completed for 23 out of 57 graduate section offerings at the 500/600 level (40%) and 21 of those were analyzed by the faculty (89%).  Section exit surveys were completed for 19 out of those 57 offerings (33%) and 14 of those were analyzed by the faculty (74%).  
Sixty two MS degrees were awarded during this period, and   28 exit interview forms were completed (45%).  Twenty five MS theses were completed (40%).  Fourteen samples of written work were submitted by non-thesis students with the exit interview (38%) and 3 of those were formally assessed (21%).

Fifty four Masters Research Assessment Forms were completed for 

23 of the 25 MS theses (92%).

Thirty five of 39 PhD students were evaluated by the Director of the PhD program.  Of the remaining 4, 2 graduated, and 2 left the program.  Of the 2 graduates, one completed an exit interview, and 2 Doctoral Dissertation Assessment forms were completed.

In addition, 10 graduate courses were evaluated by the graduate committee using the Course Offering Planning Form, and 16 courses were evaluated by appropriate Area Committees.

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS



Analysis of section entrance and exit surveys indicated that, in general, students were adequately prepared for most courses, and that course objectives and learning outcomes were generally being met.  In one course (CEG 660) it was suggested that a quarter is too short for the type of complex projects attempted.  In one course (CS 605) a lack of student interest in the more theoretical topics was noted.  In one course (CS 600) a weakness in UNIX familiarity was noted. 

Student exit interviews at the program level indicated high levels of satisfaction with the competence of the faculty, the strength of the programs and the condition of the facilities available to support the program.  Access to laboratories on a 24 hour basis continues to be highly valued, as does the ability to remotely access our computers.
Specific suggestions for improvement include more distinction between the 600 and 400 levels of courses; more courses in computer security, information security, networking, and cutting edge technologies; and more flexibility to tailor MS programs to a student’s employment or desires (including the ability to use more 600 level courses to meet degree requirements).
The Masters Thesis Assessment results averaged on the high end of good to excellent for all areas of assessment:  communication, quality of problem, experimental methodology, technical merit, and contribution to the field.  The MS Graduate Assessment results also rated the writing samples of non-thesis students as excellent.  PhD Dissertation Assessment results showed rating of good to excellent on all areas of assessment.
The PhD Director’s evaluation of students found that all students were making satisfactory progress.

The Area Committee/Graduate Committee reviews of courses identified a need to reorganize the material in CEG 520. 

These results indicate that a reasonable attainment of the objectives and learning outcomes for these programs was achieved.

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

Curriculum Improvements:
The instructor of CEG 520 reorganized the material in the course in accordance with the recommendations of the Area Committee review.  His review of the results of that change in the winter quarter indicated that the change was beneficial.

As a result of discussions with industry and with the Industrial and Systems Engineering Department, a new course entitled Technology Based Ventures was established.  It will be taught by the chairs of the two departments and will initially be offered in the winter 2006 quarter.

A special topics course in Advanced Concepts in Computer Networks was offered for the first time in the spring 2005 quarter.

A special topics web-based course in Autonomous Robotics was offered or the first time in the spring 2005 quarter.

CEG 333, the introduction to Unix course, was modified in its delivery format this year, and the effects of this is still being evaluated.
An interdisciplinary concentration in Technology Based Learning with Disability was established in conjunction with the 4 other PhD programs at Wright State, under the Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship program sponsored by the National Science Foundation.

Facility Improvements:

The PC Networking Laboratory was updated with new furniture to include a motorized station for students with disabilities.

4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE



Explain deviations from the plan (if any).  None
5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS


None
