General Education Assessment Plan Report, 2005-2006

Area II: Cultural Social Foundations

The Faculty Focus group comprised of past and present RST, CLS 150 and HST 101, 102 and 103 faculty and the History Department chair met in the fall quarter of 2005 and winter quarter of 2006 to develop objective and essay marker questions for non-WI classes, including HST and CLS sections, develop appropriate evaluation rubrics for RST classes and to review survey and previously collected focus group information.

I.  Area II Performance Criteria:  Evaluations would concentrate on the following performance criteria for General Education Learning Outcomes for Area Two:

1. Questions asking students to recall and identify historical elements of western culture or demonstrate the ability to recount the “master narrative” of the West.

2. Assignments requiring students to synthesize and analyze the meaning of significance of those historical elements, including class and gender and economic systems, political systems, intellectual trends, social trends, the role of gender and the role of the West in the world.

3. Papers in which students identify and comprehend the processes of development and governance in nonwestern cultures.

4. Essay questions in which students are asked to compare and contrast literature in cultures/regions of the nonwestern world.

5. Test questions requiring students to discuss the similarities and differences and global interdependence of the Western and nonwestern world.

II.  Marker Questions:  The Area II committee developed a series of marker essay questions and objective questions for CLS 150, HST 101, 102 and 103. 
III.  Evaluation Rubric:  Because the nonwestern component of Area II includes a variety of cultures and because these classes have been designed as writing classes, the committee suggested that for assessment purposes those teaching classes in Area II should compile portfolios of finished essays.  The finished essays should demonstrate the students’ abilities in the following skills:

1. Does the paper demonstrate adequate understanding of nonwestern culture?
2. Does the paper have a clear thesis and present an argument to support the thesis?

3. Does the paper use sources critically?

4. Does the paper have proper documentation demonstrating an understanding of citation and its use for both direct and indirect quotations?

5. Does the paper demonstrate clear organization using grammatical sentences, coherent paragraph structure and transitions between paragraphs?
90% of the responses to each of these questions should be yes.

IV.  Survey Data:  A comparison of responses on the General Education Area II Student Learning Outcomes evaluation to the effectiveness of nonwestern classes with all GE classes indicated that students in the nonwestern courses attained learning outcomes that were equal to or greater than the outcomes for all GE classes.  In the History courses, however, student responses indicated that the classes contributed to overall general education, but the other responses were slightly below the GE average, particularly for those questions that reflect writing and communication skills.  Since these courses are not writing intensive, these results are not totally unexpected.  The committee, nonetheless, believes that improvement is in order.  It is the recommendation that Area II form a strategy committee to raise student performance in the Western Civilization classes to a level equivalent to or greater than the level of student performance in the nonwestern, writing intensive classes.
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