Assessment Report

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004

Department/Program(s) Assessed:
M.S. in Applied Statistics 
(Department of Mathematics and Statistics)

Assessment Coordinator:
Munsup Seoh, Graduate Advisor for M.S. in Applied Statistics program

Outcomes Assessed:

1.
Development of a thorough grounding in the theory and methodology needed for the design of experiments and the collection and analysis of data.

2.
Development of a breadth of knowledge of advanced topics in statistical theory and technique.

3.
Development of skill in applying statistical methodology to consulting problems and communicating the results to clients.

Measures Employed:

1.
Comprehensive examination given after completion of six specified basic courses in statistical theory, methods, linear models, and experimental design.  The written examination, which is offered every fall quarter, consists of a half-day devoted to theory and linear models, a second half-day devoted to statistical methods and experimental design, and a take-home project which involves some computer analysis of data and a written report on the results of the analysis.  Students must get satisfactory scores on all parts of the exam in order to pass.

2.
An exit questionnaire that is distributed to all students graduating from the program.  This questionnaire is wide-ranging, addressing the pre-requisites for the program, specific courses, and the overall satisfaction of the graduating students with the education they received. 

3.
Periodic surveys of all graduates of the program who can be located.

4.
Quality of the work that students do in the consulting course, STT 791.  Students are encouraged to take the course late in the program, after having completed as much regular course work as possible.

Summary Matrix:

	
	Measure #1
	Measure #2
	Measure #3
	Measure #4

	Outcome #1
	x
	x
	
	

	Outcome #2
	
	x
	x
	

	Outcome #3
	
	
	x
	x


Findings (by outcome):  

Because of low enrollments in this program during the 2003-2004 academic year, it is very difficult to do a valid assessment.

Outcome #1:
Fiver students took the comprehensive exam in Fall quarter.  This exam is our main measure of the first outcome.  Ultimately all 5 students passed the exam, indicating that we are accomplishing outcome #1.  

Outcome #2:
Five students graduated, but none filled out the exit questionnaire during the 2003-2004 academic year.  Since this questionnaire is the main measure of outcome #2, no assessment can be done.

Outcome #3:
Based on the instructor’s evaluation of the work done by students while they took the consulting course STT 791 through the Statistical Consulting Center, outcome #3 is being adequately addressed.

Improvements:

With such a limited database, it would be imprudent to make changes in the program.

