Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED: Social Science Education 
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:  Robert W. Adams 
OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

1. Briefly describe outcome #1:  Students have a strong overall knowledge of disciplinary core content in the social sciences:
2. Briefly describe outcome #2: Students have strong foundation knowledge in each of the five social science disciplines comprising the major 
MEASURES EMPLOYED  (Each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

1. Briefly describe measure #1: Students score higher than the state minimum standard Praxis II achievement test of overall social science knowledge   
2. Briefly describe measure #2:  Students achieve minimum social science course grade point averages of 3.0
3. Briefly describe measure #3: Students exceed statewide Praxis II minimum achievement scores in each social science discipline comprising the major

4. Briefly describe measure #4: Students achieve minimum 3.0 GPAs on all coursework in each of the five program disciplines

SUMMARY MATRIX   (check outcomes applied to each measure)
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FINDINGS

1. Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #1

Twenty-nine social science education B.A. graduates took the state-mandated Praxis II social science achievement test from July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004.  Twenty-one students passed and eight failed for a 73% pass rate. Two students who failed re-took the test. Both students failed on their second attempt. The overall social science course GPA during the base period was 3.2. There were notable overall performance variations among the six disciplines included in the major.  Combined student grades in economics and geography tended to be lower than in the other four areas combined. Economics grades overall were lowest among the six program disciplines  
2. Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #2

At this time Educational Testing Services (ETS), designer of the Praxis II test series, does not disaggregate achievement data by social science discipline. Thus, no measurable assessment of student performance on outcome #2, measure #3, is possible. (ETS may provide these data in the near future) 

On measure #4 of outcome #2, students completing the B.A. degree in social science education achieved a 3.0 or above disciplinary GPAs in history, political science, psychology and sociology.  They failed to meet this standard in geography and economics.  
IMPROVEMENTS

       List all planned or actual changes in response to the findings for each learning outcome and each related measure.

Students planning to take the Praxis II test will be advised to attend test preparation sessions available at no cost and to take full advantage of preparatory printed materials also available on campus at no cost to them.  Students also will be advised to schedule taking the test the last quarter of the senior year to ensure the strongest possible course knowledge foundation. To prepare students to do better in economics and geography, students will be advised not to exceed the normal course load (16 hours) and, if possible, to take the minimum full load of 12 hours for the quarter in which coursework from these disciplines is planned. Future improvement strategies to enhance performance in separate social science disciplines will occur once ETS makes necessary data subsets available. Finally, the Advisory Committee for the Social Science Education program will discuss increasing the undergraduate program entrance grade point from 2.5 to 2.7, the minimum admission standard to the graduate program where most of the professional coursework for future licensure must be taken upon completion of the Bachelor of Arts degree.  
