Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2003 - June 30, 2004

DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S)  ASSESSED:
Sociology
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:   Robert Riordan

LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

Outcome 1: Students will master an undergraduate level of knowledge of major social institutions

Outcome 2: Students will master an undergraduate level of knowledge of social statistics and methods

MEASURES EMPLOYED  (Each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

Measure 1: Course grades

Measure 2: Term papers

SUMMARY MATRIX   (check outcomes applied to each measure)

	                      Measure #1                Measure #2
   
   


	Outcome 1            X

              X


	

	Outcome 2
    X 
                           X                                             


FINDINGS

Outcome 1: The Sociology courses that emphasize social institutions and offered during 2003-4 include SOC 340, 360, 432, 444, 446. There were 167 students enrolled in these courses during the 2003-4 academic year, of whom 156  (93.4%) achieved a C grade or better. Term papers were written for SOC 432, 444 and 446. The quality of the writing was as usual somewhat variable, but over 90% of those enrolled in these courses did produce acceptable work
Outcome 2: In the two Sociology courses that emphasize the teaching of social statistics and methods (SOC 300, 306, 406), of the 180 students enrolled, 165 (91.7%) passed the courses with a grade of C or better. Papers are required in SOC 306 and 406; 77 students of 83 (92.8%) produced at least acceptable research papers.

IMPROVEMENTS

In view of the student performance in these courses, we do not seek any major changes in the curriculum that deals with either social institutions or statistics and methods.
