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OUTCOMES ASSESSED

1.
The student will obtain literacy of the fundamental knowledge in Microbiology and Immunology.

2.
The student will learn to apply their knowledge of Microbiology and Immunology towards problem solving.

3.
The student will develop the laboratory skills fundamental to the discipline of Microbiology and Immunology.

4.
The student will obtain expertise in the fundamental skills of communication, including computer, writing and speaking skills.

MEASURES EMPLOYED

1.
Didactic course performance (grades)

2.
Analysis and presentations of published research articles in seminar courses

3.
Preparation of a research proposal for the thesis research

4.
Presentations at professional meetings

5.
Publication of research results

6.
Performance on oral thesis defense (Final report of student progress - advisor/director committee)

7.
Quality of the students admitted

8.
Employment/Further Education
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FINDINGS

Measure 1.
A review of the grade reports for each student in the program showed that most received B or higher in all didactic required and elective courses completed.

Measure 2.
All students are required to complete 6 seminars in which they review published scientific research articles and make oral presentations.  These seminars require they develop fundamental knowledge of Microbiology and Immunology and skills of communication.  Students are completing seminars as required.

Measure 3.
All first year research option students prepared a research proposal before beginning their research.

Measure 4. 
The one student who completed her degree was a coauthor on 2 presentations at professional meetings.

Measure 5.
One student published (co-authored) an abstract containing thesis research results.

Measure 6. 
One student completed the MS degree.  The student passed the oral seminar and thesis defense as determine by the thesis advisor, the thesis examination committee and the Program Director.

Measure 7.
The program reviewed 26 applications and accepted 13 students.  The average GPAs of the applicant pool and accepted students were 3.3 and 3.3, respectively.  Average GRE scores for the accepted students who submitted scores were 500 Verbal, 656 Quantitative, and 4.1 Analytical.  The students that are admitted and enroll do well in all 4 outcomes assessed.

Measure 8.
The Program had one student complete the degree.  This graduate has a MD degree and is doing a residency at Stronger Hospital of Cook County in Chicago.
IMPROVEMENTS

A questionnaire for evaluating graduates was used by the thesis committee.  Also, an exit questionnaire for graduate students that completed the degree was used this year.

