Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2003-June 30, 2004

Program Assessed:  Liberal Studies

Assessment Coordinator:  Mark Sirkin

Outcomes Assessed

1. critical thinking/logical reasoning skills

2. effective writing skills

Measures Employed
1. review of papers submitted

2. student GPA

3. writing intensive grades in the major

Summary Matrix      measure#1  measure#2   measure#3

               Outcome 1        x                  x                     

               Outcome 2        x                                          x

Findings

1. outcome 1: critical thinking/logical reasoning

Since we had only graduated one student as of the end of this assessment period, we began the process of establishing baseline data for comparison in the future. To that end, we contacted all seniors in our program who also had GPAs over 3.0 and requested that they submit papers for review. Four people submitted a total of nine papers, some research papers and some creative writing or other examples. These were distributed without the authors’ names to two faculty reviewers who assigned letter grades to each paper. (We also requested and in some cases received grades/comments on other learning outcomes.) For each student, the letter grades were averaged and the average converted to a percentage score. The student’s cumulative GPA was used as a second measure. Results:
Student:                         Paper average:       GPA:

1.  2 papers                        86.25                  3.200

2.  3 papers                        88.83                  3.436

3.  1 paper                          90.00                  3.733

4.  3 papers                         91.83                  3.275

Mean:                                 89.23                  3.411  
2. outcome 2: effective writing skills

The paper averages were then compared to the average grade each student received in the writing intensive courses taken within the major. Student 1 was excluded from this because that student had recently transferred in to WSU and had not yet received any grades for writing intensive courses in the major. The results:

Student:        Paper average:       Writing intensive average: 
2.                          88.83                            85.00

3.                          90.00                            92.50

4.                          91.83                            91.66

Mean:                   90.22                            89.72 
For both outcomes there was a high level of consistency between the grades we assigned the papers and the other measure used.

Improvements

In the future, we need to expand   the number of papers, particularly research papers, to improve our baseline data, although what we received was consistent with other measures. 

In terms of our other learning outcomes not discussed in this assessment, we must develop a better measure to determine acquisition of an interdisciplinary perspective among our students. 
