Assessment Report Standard Format
July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
 
DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S)  ASSESSED__International Studies____
 
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR______December Green_____________
 

OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

1.      Briefly describe outcome #1: students will attain proficiency in a second language

2.      Briefly describe outcome #2: students will be capable of conducting independent research

3.      Briefly describe outcome #3: n/a
 
MEASURES EMPLOYED  (Each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)
1.      Briefly describe measure #1: pass rate for three 300-level courses in Modern Languages

2.      Briefly describe measure #2: portfolio

3.      Briefly describe measure #3: exit interviews

SUMMARY MATRIX   check outcomes applied to each measure                

	                         Measure #1         Measure #2       Measure #3    

	Outcome 1                x                                              x

	 

	Outcome 2                                        x                      x

	 

	


FINDINGS
1.      Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #1

Of the nine students graduating in the 2003-2004 academic year, only one earned a grade lower than a C on a 300-level foreign language course.  Three of the nine students did not have grades reported for foreign language coursework because they took English as their second language. In summary, five out of the six students for which this measure is applicable could be said to have had successful outcomes. 

2.      Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #2

All the students were asked to voluntarily submit papers to compile a portfolio. Of the nine students graduating in the 2003-2004 academic year, only five turned in the papers. However, all the papers submitted were research papers and had received grades of A or B. It appears then, that the program is turning out graduates capable conducting independent research.
3.      Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #3

All nine of the 2003-2004 IS graduates participated in exit surveys, and all nine agreed that the program had met its objectives. The students disagreed about certain aspects of the program, such as whether there was enough variety in the types of courses offered. However, all agreed that the requirements for proficiency in a second language and research opportunities through the multiple writing intensive courses they took were worthwhile.

IMPROVEMENTS
       List all planned or actual changes in response to the findings for each learning outcome and each related measure.

Overall, the data available suggest that the International Studies program is successfully meeting its objectives. 
However, there were problems with data collection and specificity in terms of one the measures (Measure 2). We plan to remedy these problems in time for the 2004-2005 report, since next year’s assessment plan is more comprehensive that the one used in 2003-2004. It includes a rubric to help specify whether students are meeting the learning objectives in terms of writing and research. In addition, the International Studies Committee has suggested that all graduating seniors be required to submit papers upon receiving their grad checks, to improve data collection.
