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OUTCOMES ASSESSED:

1. Graduates of the program will have effective research and writing skills.

2. Graduates of the program will know how to study a subject from an interdisciplinary humanities perspective.

MEASURES EMPLOYED:

1. Research papers written in HUM 710: Research Methods in the Humanities

2. Student Prospectuses for Thesis Projects

3. Completed Thesis Projects

4. Individual Programs of Study

SUMMARY MATRIX:

	
	Measure 1
	Measure 2
	Measure 3
	Measure 4

	Outcome 1
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Outcome 2
	X
	X
	X
	X


FINDINGS:

Students in HUM 710, which they take in their first year of the program, must write a substantive research paper under the direct supervision of the instructor. Midway through the program students must prepare and defend a prospectus for their thesis project, and the student’s culminating experience in the program is the thesis project. In winter 2004 10 students completed HUM 710; 4 students defended their prospectuses, and 7 students completed their Master’s thesis projects. Data drawn from this written work is the most effective measure of both outcome 1 and outcome 2.

Outcome 1: These measures indicate that students are learning how to write effective research papers while in the Program. This judgment was based on an assessment of two factors: (a) a clear statement of research question; (b) proper citation of sources.

In HUM 710 many students had difficulty clearly defining the topic of their research paper, but all improved over the course of the quarter. Two students were advised by the program committee to more precisely define their topics in their prospectuses. That one of these students successfully completed her thesis projects in spring 2004 indicates she addressed this problem subsequently.

HUM 710 emphasizes mastery of MLA (or the equivalent) style. Both prospectuses and completed thesis project indicate that students are properly employing the MLA method of documentation in the program.

Outcome 2: In addition to the three measures indicated above, data for the measurement of this outcome was also drawn from student programs of study. Humanities students are required to take classes from at least two liberal arts disciplines and are directed to adopt an interdisciplinary perspective in both their course work and their thesis Projects. From this data it appears that Humanities students are learning how to study a subject from an interdisciplinary humanities perspective.

IMPROVEMENTS:

Achievement of both outcomes would be facilitated by the following factors:

1. Increasing the involvement of core Humanities Program faculty and student thesis project committee members in the achievement of the outcomes. 

2. Greater understanding of the program’s goals and expectations among both students and faculty participating in the program.

Both factors can be addressed through the development of new program literature, specifically a guide for instructors of Humanities Program seminars and a Prospectus/Thesis handbook.

