Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S)  ASSESSED History - Undergraduate_

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR_Harvey Wachtell_
OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 1999-2000 academic year.)

1. Briefly describe outcome #1 - Graduate displays a proficiency in writing and historical methodology
2. Briefly describe outcome #2 - Graduate displays a grasp of critical, interpretative and comparative historical analysis.
3. Briefly describe outcome #3 - Graduate displays an understanding of diverse interpretations, points of view, cultures and regions. 
MEASURES EMPLOYED  (Each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

1. Briefly describe measure #1 – Papers completed in our Seniors Methods Seminar, History 401
2. Briefly describe measure #2 – Successful completion of department’s required course in Historiography – History 400
3. Briefly describe measure #3 – Exit interviews, exit questionnaires and advisor check of courses successfully completed to determine that the student has taken the required number of writing intensive courses and mix of courses reflecting a study of diverse, cultures, regions, and societies. 
SUMMARY MATRIX   (check outcomes applied to each measure)
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FINDINGS

1. Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #1

In an effort to assure that each student graduating with a BA in History has learned how to compose a well organized, proficiently written research paper employing proper methodology, each student is required to take History 401 (Historical Methods). A total of 37 students enrolled in three sections of 401 in 2003 -2004 and 32 successfully completed the course. Five either dropped or received a grade of X. Papers submitted in this course become part of the student’s record and allowed us to determine if he/she has achieved outcome# 1. Students successfully completing the methods courses submitted papers which were evaluated by the instructors and by the department Chair.  The grades range was as follows: A -16, B-11, C-2, X-3. Students completing History 401demonstrated writing proficiency, an ability to engage in critical and, interpretive analysis and a grasp of historical methodology. This was reflected in the grades they received for the papers submitted and the final grades in the course. 
Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #2

History 400 (Historiography) is designed to introduce the history major to 

a variety of interpretative and comparative schools of history and a diversity of historical views. History 400 became a required course for the major in 2003 and, as result, only a limited number of students graduating in 2004 were required to complete History 400. For the purposes of this assessment only seven graduating students successfully complete History 400 (7 of 11). Three students received grades of A and four received grades of B. Four students failed to complete the course. These students were asked to write an acceptable historiographical paper, in which they displayed writing proficiency, a grasp of historical analysis and an appreciation for the different schools of history.   
2. Briefly describe the findings (assessment results) for outcome #3

Exit interviews, exits questionnaires, and an evaluation of the courses taken (such a check is undertaken by the Chair during a graduation check the quarter before a history major graduates).  A total of twenty five (25) students filled out exit questionnaires and about the same number were interviewed by the Chair who also conducted the graduation check. During this check we determine if the student had taken courses covering a diversity of regions, cultures, societies, etc. and that the student had successfully completed History 400 and 401 as well the writing intensive courses required in the major by the department.  The exit interviews and questionnaire were also invaluable in helping us to understand if the student believed that he/she had been exposed to a diversity of views, interpretations, cultures, etc. Students indicated both in the questionnaires and exit interviews, that they were exposed to a diversity of views, regions, cultures and interpretations as a result of the requirements of the history curriculum.  The exit questionnaires, interviews and checks also help us to measure whether or not a student has met objectives 1, 2, and 3.  
IMPROVEMENTS

List all planned or actual changes in response to the findings.

We do not envision changes in either History 400 or History 401. We do, however, plan to offer a section of 401 every quarter.  Students complained about not being able to take the course in certain quarters because it was not being offered. We believe, however, the courses are accomplishing our objectives.

We do envision conducting surveys of students after they have graduated.  We also anticipate developing a more comprehensive portfolio of student work to help us measure results. In addition to collecting papers written in History 400 and 401, we intend to ask students to submit a least one paper written in a upper division writing intensive History course.
