Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004

DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM ASSESSED _Chemistry / Graduate (M.S.)
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR  _Ken Turnbull / Chair
OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

1. Mastery of advanced topics in chemistry appropriate to the M.S. level

2. Ability to organize and carry to completion a research thesis on an appropriate topic.  This includes any necessary laboratory and library research and successful communication of the results orally and in appropriate written form.

MEASURES EMPLOYED  (Each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

1. Satisfactory completion of advanced coursework

2. Successful completion of the thesis, thesis exam, and any associated requirements.

3. Presentation of a seminar to the department

SUMMARY MATRIX   (check outcomes applied to each measure)

	                         Measure #1
   Measure #2
   Measure #3
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x

x



	

	Outcome 2



x

x

	


FINDINGS

1. All candidates for the M.S. degree are required to have a coursework GPA of 3.0 or higher for successful completion of their studies.

2. Candidates for the M.S. degree must satisfy their thesis committee that they have met the requirements for Outcome 2.

3. All M.S. candidates must present a departmental seminar, on a topic other than that of their thesis work, as part of their graduate experience.

IMPROVEMENTS

The program is basically strong, but increased competition from Ph.D. schools has made recruiting more difficult.  We have expanded our recruiting efforts via an increased web presence, a PowerPoint recruiting talk and a glossy brochure. As with the undergraduate program, we feel an acute need to expand and modernize the instruments available to our students.  Efforts to obtain new equipment are going forward, mainly in the form of grant applications.

