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Outcomes Assessed

Outcome 1: The student will master a fundamental body of knowledge in biochemistry and molecular biology.

Outcome 2:  The student will be able to apply biochemical knowledge towards problem solving. 

Outcome 3:  The student will be able to communicate scientific information effectively

Outcome 4:  The program will prepare students for further work in biochemistry and molecular biology

Measures Employed
Measure 1: Annual report of student progress

Measure 2: Final report of student progress

Measure 3: Course performance

Measure 4: Presentations/publications

Measure 5: Employment /Further Education

Measure 6: Alumni questionnaire.

Summary Matrix
	
	Measure 1
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	Measure 3
	Measure 4
	Measure 5
	Measure 6

	Outcome 1
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	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Outcome 2
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	X
	X
	
	
	

	Outcome 3
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Outcome 4
	
	
	
	
	X
	X


Findings

Measure 1:
An annual report of student progress was received for each student in the program.  There was a general consensus that the students are progressing and achieving the desired outcomes.

Measure 2:
The final report data was collected for the three graduates of the program this year. Each student was reported to have achieved each outcome indicated.  

Measure 3:
Review of student performance in course work revealed that in general the students were faring well.  Any grade of C was flagged and brought to the attention of the students( advisor.  A course of action was proposed and put into place to remedy the deficiency. 
Measure 4:
Two of this years graduates contributed to manuscripts with data from their MS thesis work.  The running average is that 50% of graduate publish their thesis work in peer reviewed journals.  Students also made presentations at scientific meetings, effectively reversing last years decrease.   

Measure 5:
No employer feedback data were collected.

Measure 6:
No alumni(s feedback survey data were collected.

Improvements 


In 2003 we continued to offer the revamped the BMB702 research perspectives as a more structured course.  The advantages of this offering observed in the first year were again observed this year.  Specifically, students selected labs and started research early in the quarter. This course proved very useful as numerous students indicated that the information presented was very helpful in allowing them to make “good” decisions on choosing a MS advisor.  

This year saw an increase in student writing drafts of papers and in contribution to manuscripts published from the labs.  This suggests that the decrease last year in this measure may just be the “scatter” associated with looking at a relatively small number of students.  We will continue to track publications and presentations in the coming years.

