Assessment Report Standard Format
July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
Department/Program Assessed: M.S. degree in Biological Sciences (including the Environmental Sciences option)

Assessment Coordinator: James Runkle

Outcomes assessed:

1. Students will be able to frame a scientific question and design a research project capable of answering that question.

2. Students will complete their research in a timely manner.

Measures employed:

1. Theses awarded: each thesis meets outcome one above.

2. Nonthesis students graduated: nonthesis students need complete a research project and present the results of that project to their committee, thus measuring outcome one..

3. Number of quarters from initial to final for thesis students.

4. Number of quarters from initial to final for nonthesis students.

Summary matrix

                    Measure 1    Measure 2    Measure 3   Measure 4
Outcome 1         x                   x                   

Outcome 2                                                    x                  x
Findings:

During the given academic year we graduated 10 thesis-option and 10 nonthesis-option graduate (M.S.) students. Each of those students gained experience designing and conducting a research project, thus satisfying outcome one.
Thesis-option students took 7-21 quarters to graduate, with a median of 8 quarters. Nonthesis-option students took 5-19 quarters to graduate, with a median of 7 quarters. Most students thus finished in at most 2 years, in accordance with standards. Several of the students who took substantially longer than 2 yr took breaks in their academics and had to be readmitted into the program.
Improvements:

We will try to get students to graduate by the end of their second year and not to leave campus with a thesis undone.
We will continue to maintain standards for thesis and research experiences that satisfy our outcome one.

