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OUTCOMES ASSESSED:

1. Students will possess a sound, broad knowledge of biological sciences with the necessary skills in mathematics, statistics, computer literacy, chemistry and physics for supporting and integrating into biological applications.

2. Students will possess adequate skills in scientific writing/statistical analysis and computer applications.

MEASURES EMPLOYED:

1.
Performance in the senior seminar course required of all students

2.
Maintenance of grade point average

3.  Writing assignments in writing intensive laboratory courses

4.  Computer on line testing, notes, discussions

SUMMARY MATRIX:
                 MEASURE
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	Outcome 1
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	X
	X

	
	
	
	
	

	Outcome 2
	-
	-
	X
	X


FINDINGS:

As revealed through a variety of measures, including, required courses, grade point averages, written laboratory assignments, and computer applications:

1. Students possess a broad knowledge of biological sciences with the necessary skills in mathematics, statistics, computer literacy, chemistry and physics for supporting and integrating into biological applications.

2. Students have shown effective communication skills, both oral and written, through our capstone senior seminar courses.

IMPROVEMENTS:

The department has implemented several changes this past year to significantly enhance the quality of our undergraduate offerings.  The senior level molecular/cell techniques course has been transitioned back into the sophomore level required sequence so that there is better integration with the didactic part of the courses.  Our students will benefit learning these lab skills earlier in their academic careers so that they can successfully undertake research experience if they so choose to do so.  This will also be of assistance in the junior/senior lab based courses since students will have acquired skills in basic laboratory technique.

As of fall quarter 2004, the department put into service a series of courses in physiology and ecology that focuses on those core concepts and competencies.  This series parallels the already existing series of molecular, genetics, and cell biology.

To improve retention and department/student interaction, the department created a new course called “Careers in Environmental Sciences, Exercise Biology, Clinical Lab Sciences, & Biological Sciences.”  Faculty mini seminars, departmental undergraduate and honors research, and career opportunities where some of the topics explored in this class. The hope is that the student will develop a rapport with the department, important when applying to graduate and professional schools, answer questions about their program of study, and explore the different career options in the science arena.

