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Assessment 1

Part I

Second year student-athletes were mailed a questionnaire to evaluate the programs and services offered by the Athletics Department in an effort to enhance their overall academic and athletic experience at Wright State University for their remaining two years.  All questionnaires were returned anonymously.

Findings

Nineteen student-athletes responded to the survey.  The survey consisted of several yes/no questions with space provided for them to elaborate on any answer, and a series of questions to be answered using a 1 – 5 Likert scale (5=strongly agree, 1=strongly disagree).  The respondents overwhelmingly answered in the affirmative to the series of yes/no questions in terms of the efficiency and effectiveness of the equipment room division and academic advising division.  The modal response was 4 on the questions using the five-point Likert scale regarding the training room.  The response for their overall program satisfaction (e.g. availability of athletic facilities, academic support services, trainers and physicians, injury rehabilitation facilities, substance abuse education intervention, and practice and competition schedules) was a 3.8.  Strengths of the programs and services were:  academic advising, equipment room, training room, and coaches.  
Areas of Improvement

Three major recommendations for program enhancement were revealed:  (1) track student-athletes suggested that the department improve the collaborative relationship with the training room to have trainers at their practices, (2) track student-athletes would like to see construction of an on-campus track, and (3) a variety of student-athletes wanted the department to offer more community service opportunities.   
Part II

Fourth-year student-athletes were mailed the same questionnaire as the second-year student-athletes to evaluate the programs and services offered by the Athletics Department in an effort to enhance the overall academic and athletic experience for future Wright State University student-athletes.

Findings

As per National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) legislation, thirty-six fourth year student-athletes were required to attend an exit interview with a member of the Athletics Department or a member of the Athletics Council to review the questionnaire.  The goal of this confidential meeting was to provide the student-athletes with a forum to express their opinions about their experiences at Wright State.  The respondents answered positively on the series of yes/no questions.  The modal response for the training room was 4.  The response for their overall program satisfaction (e.g. availability of athletic facilities, academic support services, trainers and physicians, injury rehabilitation facilities, substance abuse education intervention, and practice and competition schedules) was a 4.3.   They cited strengths of the program as academic services, coaches, equipment room, and training room.  

Areas of Improvement
Two areas of concern were realized from the data analysis:  (1) although the department offers a comprehensive substance-abuse education and intervention program, 33% of the respondents revealed that they did not have knowledge of the program, and (2) 25% of the respondents stated that the injury-rehabilitation facilities needed to be improved.
Assessment 2

All student-athletes were required to attend Raider S.K.I.L.L.S. Day, a diversity life skills seminar on the Sunday preceding the start of Fall Quarter.  This program was designed to maintain intercollegiate athletics as an integral part of the campus educational program and the student-athlete as an integral part of the student body.   The speaker was adequately received as indicated by the surveys completed at the conclusion of the presentation.  

Once per quarter, student-athletes are required to attend educational programs focusing on gender equity, student-athlete welfare, and life skills.  At the conclusion of the seminars, each student-athlete completes an evaluation to determine the effectiveness and usefulness of the program. 
Findings

The response to all items was approximately 4 with means from 3.0 to 4.0 on a 1 - 5 point Likert scale (5=strongly agree, 1=strongly disagree).  They cited strengths of the program as providing useful information in a well-planned environment.  

Areas of Improvement

The department will continue to use the current format to select nationally renowned speakers to present on Raider S.K.I.L.L.S. Day.  
Assessment 3

Each year the athletics department evaluates the graduation rates of the student-athletes who entered Wright State University as freshmen.  The results are complied based on a six-year period beginning with their initial enrollment.  
Findings

The 2004 results showed a graduation rate of 62% with an 83% graduation rate for those student-athletes who have exhausted their eligibility.  This compares with the overall institution graduation rate of 40% over the same time period.

Area of Improvement

The 62% graduation rate was the national average among all NCAA Division I institutions.  The department will continue to implement programs and monitor the academic progress of all student-athletes.  With the increase in NCAA continuing eligibility requirements, the department has taken a proactive stance on ensuring student-athletes are prepared for the rigors of collegiate life through the athletics section of UVC 111.

Assessment 4

At the conclusion of each quarter, a comparative grade point average summary is conducted for each team and the overall athletics department.  The summary consists of both quarter and cumulative grade point averages (GPA).  The results of the student-athletes’ grade point averages are compared to the results of the entire student body.  A similar comparison is conducted of minority student-athletes to the minority students of the institution. 
Findings

The results of the assessments are presented to the Athletics Council for their review.   The overall student-athlete GPA is approximately 3.02 while the general student body population GPA is approximately 2.8.
Areas of Improvement

The student-athletes’ academic success has met the departmental expectations.

Assessment 5

At the beginning of each academic year, freshman student-athletes are required to complete a questionnaire detailing their recruitment process.  The purpose of this survey is to record and monitor the number of inadvertent violations of NCAA rules and regulations committed by the various coaching staffs.
Findings

There were no violations of NCAA rules and regulations revealed from the survey.
Areas of Improvement
The results met the departmental expectations.  The Associate Athletics Director for Compliance and Academic Services will continue to educate coaches on the rules and regulations of the NCAA.
Outcomes Assessed

Outcome 1
Athletics Operations (i.e. coaching, effectiveness of academic support and training room services, equipment room efficiency, and adequacy of facilities) 

Outcome 2
Academic Performance of Student-Athletes

Outcome 3
Graduation Rate of Student-Athletes

Outcome 4
Overall Program Satisfaction

Outcome 5
Compliance with NCAA Rules and Regulations

Assessments Employed

Assessment 1
Mid-Career Survey and Fourth-Year Survey/Exit Interviews

Assessment 2
Raider S.K.I.L.L.S. Questionnaire

Assessment 3
NCAA Graduation Rates Report

Assessment 4
Quarterly GPA Report

Assessment 5
NCAA Recruiting Violations
Expected Outcomes Related to Departmental Mission

Academic Success of Student-Athletes

Community Outreach Participation and Life Skills Training

Athletics Success of Student-Athletes
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