Assessment Report

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED  Art and Art History, B.F.A. Studio and B.F.A. Art Education 

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR  Linda Caron, Chair

OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that will be assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

Outcome #1.
Students will have an understanding of the evolution of art history.
Outcome #2.
Students’ work will demonstrate an acquaintance with the materials and procedures of five of the studio disciplines taught at WSU and an in-depth understanding of at least one of the areas
MEASURES TO BE EMPLOYED (each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

Measure #1.
Exit interviews/oral exams with graduating seniors

Measure #2.
Alumni survey
SUMMARY MATRIX (check outcomes to be applied to each measure)

	                          Measure #1
   Measure #2
  


	Outcome 1

x


x




	

	Outcome 2

x


x





FINDINGS
Findings for outcome #1.  Twelve graduating BFA students were given an oral exam as part of the exit interview.  88.6% of art history questions were answered correctly, and 100% of the interviewed students answered yes when asked if they thought they had an overall understanding of the evolution of western art.  Sixty eight responses were received from BFA graduates in an alumni survey, and 65 of them felt that the program had given them an understanding of the evolution of art history.  
Findings for outcome #2.  Twelve graduating BFA students were given an oral exam as part of the exit interview.  All twelve students could give a detailed explanation of the materials and procedures of one of the studio disciplines and all felt they had an understanding of at least 4 of the disciplines.  In the alumni survey, 57 of the 63 respondents answered yes to the question “Did the studio program give you an acquaintance with the materials and procedures of five of the studio disciplines taught at WSU?”  Several of those who answered no wrote that they could only think of 4 disciplines.  All 61 respondents felt the program had given them both proficiency and an in-depth understanding of at least one studio discipline.
IMPROVEMENTS
This was the first alumni survey conducted using the new learning outcomes.  Responses indicated areas where the questions should be more clearly worded, and working on the assessment report revealed additional ways of tabulating data that will be helpful in the future.

At the faculty meeting that discussed assessment activities, it was decided to switch the exit interviews of graduates from oral to written form.  It was felt that this may make students feel more free to offer suggestions and criticism.  This new format was implemented in Fall, 2004.
Plan for Assessment Report

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S)  ASSESSED  Art and Art History, B.A. Studio 

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR  Linda Caron, Chair

OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that will be assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

Outcome #1.
Students will have an understanding of the evolution of art history.

Outcome #2.
Students’ work will demonstrate an acquaintance with the materials and procedures of at least four of the studio disciplines taught at WSU 

MEASURES TO BE EMPLOYED (each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

Measure #1.
Exit interviews/oral exams with graduating seniors

Measure #2.
Alumni survey
SUMMARY MATRIX (check outcomes to be applied to each measure)

	                          Measure #1
   Measure #2
  


	Outcome 1

x


x




	

	Outcome 2

x


x





FINDINGS

Findings for outcome #1.  One graduating BA/Studio student was given an oral exam as part of the exit interview.  85.7% of art history questions were answered correctly, and the interviewed student answered yes when asked if he thought he had an overall understanding of the evolution of western art.  Fifteen responses were received from BA graduates in an alumni survey, and all 15 of them felt that the program had given them an understanding of the evolution of art history.  

Findings for outcome #2.  One graduating BA/Studio student was given an oral exam as part of the exit interview.  The student could give a detailed explanation of the materials and procedures of one of the studio disciplines and felt he had an understanding of at least 4 of the disciplines.  In the alumni survey, 13 of the 15 respondents answered yes to the question “Did the studio program give you an acquaintance with the materials and procedures of five of the studio disciplines taught at WSU?”    Fourteen of the 15 respondents felt the program had given them both proficiency and an in-depth understanding of at least one studio discipline.

IMPROVEMENTS
This was the first alumni survey conducted using the new learning outcomes.  Responses indicated areas where the questions should be more clearly worded, and working on the assessment report revealed additional ways of tabulating data that will be helpful in the future.

At the faculty meeting that discussed assessment activities, it was decided to switch the exit interviews of graduates from oral to written form.  It was felt that this may make students feel more free to offer suggestions and criticism.  This new format was implemented in Fall, 2004.
Plan for Assessment Report

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S)  ASSESSED  Art and Art History, B.A. Art History

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR  Linda Caron, Chair

OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that will be assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

Outcome #1.  Graduates will be able to conduct scholarly research in the field which demonstrates writing and critical thinking skills
Outcome #2.
Graduates will have a detailed understanding of at least five period and styles within the history of art.
MEASURES EMPLOYED (each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

Measure #1.
Exit interviews with all graduating seniors

Measure #2.
 Alumni survey
SUMMARY MATRIX (check outcomes applied to each measure)

	                         Measure #1
   Measure #2
  


	Outcome 1

x


x




	

	Outcome 2

x


x





FINDINGS

Findings for outcome #1.  Two graduating BA/Art History students were given an oral exam as part of the exit interview.  Both students could give detailed explanations of how to conduct scholarly research in the field and were able to give examples demonstrating critical thinking and writing skills.  Eleven responses were received from Art History majors on the alumni survey.  Ten of the eleven thought that the art history program taught them to conduct scholarly research and demonstrate writing and critical thinking skills.

 Findings for outcome #2.  .  Two graduating BA/Art History students were given an oral exam as part of the exit interview.  78.5% of specific art history questions dealing with periods and styles were answered correctly.  Eleven responses were received from Art History majors in an alumni survey, and all 11 of them felt that the program had given them a detailed understanding of at least five periods and styles within the history of art.

IMPROVEMENTS
This was the first alumni survey conducted using the new learning outcomes.  Responses indicated areas where the questions should be more clearly worded, and working on the assessment report revealed additional ways of tabulating data that will be helpful in the future.

At the faculty meeting that discussed assessment activities, it was decided to switch the exit interviews of graduates from oral to written form.  It was felt that this may make students feel more free to offer suggestions and criticism.  This new format was implemented in Fall, 2004.

The two art history graduating seniors who were tested did not score above 80% on the art history questions, which is lower than we would expect.  Faculty teaching the relevant courses have been made aware of the results.  We will monitor the situation and determine if action is needed once there is a more representative sample.
