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DEPARTMENT\PROGRAM ASSESSED
: 
African and African American Studies
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:

 
Professor Paul R. Griffin

OUTCOMES ASSESSED

1.  The ability of AFS students to use interdisciplinary methods in their study of the history and experiences of African Americans across the Diaspora.

2.  How well AFS students could use interdisciplinary methods in their own research, writing, and oral defenses of a thesis dealing with a specific issue\theme in the African American experience. 
MEASURES EMPLOYED FOR OUTCOME # 1
1. Papers written for the course AFS 200--Introduction to the African and African American Experience.
Our two graduating seniors took this course in Fall, 2000. Besides other requirements, they completed and submitted 5 typewritten, double spaced, 3 page response papers. These papers critiqued the lectures of 5 faculty who spoke before the class during the quarter about their methodologies and what those approaches help bring to the study of the African American experience.  
2. Oral presentations in the AFS 300 course, Models of Success.
Our two graduating seniors took this course in 2002. They were required to deliver 45 minute oral presentations during which they discussed and evaluated how the different methodologies they had learned in various courses could provide them broader understanding of  the African and African American experience. 
MEASURES EMPLOYED FOR OUTCOME # 2
1. Senior research paper.
Our two graduating seniors this year were required to research and write a major paper on some aspect of the African and African American experience. They then gave oral defenses of their papers before AFS faculty and student peers. Successful completion of these papers required the students to demonstrate ability to employ several different interdisciplinary methods that they had learned during their four years of study. 
2. Oral defense of senior research paper.  
The two graduating seniors also gave oral defenses of their research papers before AFS faculty and students.   

SUMMARY MATRIX (check outcomes applied to each measure)

	                                                  Measure #1                                        Measure #2                

	Outcome #1                                     x                                                             x

	

	Outcome #2                                     x                                                             x


FINDINGS
Outcome # 1

1. The students’ AFS 200 papers indicate that this course does introduce and teach students how to use interdisciplinary approaches in the introductory study of the African American experience.  
2. Oral presentations in AFS 300 showed even more growth in the student’s ability to understand and use interdisciplinary approaches into their own academic experiences. For example, presentations included discussion of what a historian might say about a problem compared to what a sociologist might say.    
Outcome # 2 
The senior research papers show that the students not only acquired knowledge of different interdisciplinary methods, but also of how those differing methodologies, in turn, can help shape differing conclusions about the African American experience.
IMPROVEMENTS
 No changes are planned at this time.
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