Assessment Report; July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004
Program Assessed: Applied Behavioral Science (ABS) M.A. Program

Assessment Coordinator: David M. Orenstein

Approved ABS Learning Outcomes:
Applied Behavioral Science Objectives


Two tracks: Criminal Justice and Social Problems (480) and 


International and Comparative Politics (485) 

1. Students will master graduate level knowledge concerning computer based research skills (both tracks).

2. Students will master graduate level quantitative and qualitative skills as appropriate to the study of criminal justice (480 track) or the graduate qualitative skills appropriate to comparative international political research (485 track).

3. Students will master formal graduate writing skills appropriate for the creation of graduate theses/projects and research articles (both tracks). 

4. Students will master the skills of reviewing applied programs (e.g., a program for felons whose crimes are tied to alcohol abuse or a program to foster an atmosphere for international understanding) in terms of the extant literature, logical cohesion and current empirical knowledge (both tracks).

Outcomes Assessed:

Outcomes #1 and # 2 above were assessed. 
Measures Employed: 
Measure “1”: Performance on Culminating PowerPoint presentations in ABS 703
All students in the program are required to take ABS 703 – Applied Methodology. (This course is given only in spring quarter and taken only after a large portion of other course requirements have been met by the student.) The final presentation made by each student in the class is a PowerPoint presentation to the whole class. The presentation involves designing a research study within specified parameters and discussing it in a specified order of presentation. The presentation is graded by the instructor in terms of both content and manner of presentation. 
Measure “2”: Quality of evaluative comments of fellow students’ PowerPoint presentations in ABS 703 

The last written assignment given in ABS 703 involves writing suggestions for improvement of the PowerPoint proposal presentations made by the other students. These proposals are reviewed and graded by the instructor. This assignment reveals the students’ own abilities by their ability to see flaws in the research designs of others.

Summary Matrix



Measure “1”
Measure “2”


Outcome 1           X                       X                               
Outcome 2           X                       X                                              
Findings:
1. Outcome # 1 stated: Students will master graduate level knowledge concerning computer based research skills (both tracks).

Measure “1” finding for outcome 1: The analysis of PowerPoint presentations show an adequate awareness of computer based and computer accessible materials by students (who do project proposals in which such materials are relevant). Specifically, all students were aware of resources available on-line, the existence of various electronic data bases, computer based data sets as relevant to their proposed projects. Skill levels in discussing the use of such materials did though vary from merely adequate (about a third of the 22 students) to innovative (in about five instances).  
Measure “2” finding for outcome 1: Students, as a whole did demonstrate that they could critique the efforts of others in reference to using computer based materials. As above, they varied in insight and ability from merely adequate (about one third) to superior (about one third).
2. Outcome # 2 stated: Students will master graduate level quantitative and qualitative skills as appropriate to the study of criminal justice (480 track) or the graduate qualitative skills appropriate to comparative international political research (485 track).

Measure “1” finding for outcome 2:  As a whole, students showed an awareness of a variety of qualitative and quantitative approaches to data. The major weakness that needs to be addressed is that some students (about five or six) in the class proposed using a methodological approach that was not necessarily the best suited approach for their respective topics of study.
Measure “2” finding for outcome 2: Students made a number of suggestions in terms of modifying and replacing methodologies proposed by other students. Such suggestions show a high level of understanding. On the other hand, not all students were adept at seeing the methodological limitations in the proposals of others.
    Improvements: 
     1. Outcome # 1 stated 

     Measure “1” planned or actual change based on finding: 

In general, students were found more than competent in materials covered in ABS 700 (data base and material location) and less so in those covered in ABS 701 and 702 (research design and quantitative analysis). A reorganization of these courses is planned to rectify the situation.
    Measure “2” planned or actual change based on finding: 

 (Same as in measure 1)
2. Outcome # 2 stated 
Measure “1” planned or actual change based on finding: 

While results were generally viewed as desirable, the need for additional skills was noted. As well as reorganizing 701 and 702, an additional methodology course will be required for incoming students as of Fall 2005. That course will be formally proposed in Winter 2005.
Measure “2” planned or actual change based on finding: 

(Same as in measure 1)
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