Attachment 1


SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

PROGRAM ASSESSMENT PLAN

April 9, 2004

1.   List the OBJECTIVES of the program.

The educational goal of Wright State University School of Medicine (WSU/SOM) is to

provide a general medical education for all students with a focus on generalism. 

The specific objectives of the program include:

· establishing and maintaining high standards of excellence.

· developing the skills to assess the whole patient (in the context of self, family, and community).

· incorporating a humanistic approach to patient care.

· establishing a solid foundation in biomedical, behavioral, and humanistic sciences.

· working collaboratively as members of the health care team.

· inculcating a belief in and an understanding of the value of health promotion and disease prevention.

· creating an awareness of legal, socioeconomic and cultural issues.

· developing the tools to be life-long learners.

2.  Explain how the department or program will know the extent to which  

     OBJECTIVES are achieved (alumni or other surveys, employment data, etc.).

· Residency Program Director Annual Survey Data – graduates of the SOM enter residency training after graduation and are evaluated at the end of their first year in comparison to graduates of other programs.

· AAMC Graduation Survey Data – the American Association of Medical Colleges conducts an extensive survey of medical school students just prior to their graduation, collecting information that includes experiences during medical school, and attitudes attained by graduation.

· National Board of Medical Examiners – United States Licensing Examination data.  The School requires all students to pass Steps I & 2 in order to proceed to the next year and to graduate.  Summary data is furnished by the NBME on our student performance during medical school and one year after graduation when they must pass Step 3 in order to be licensed.  National norms are provided.

· National Residency Match Program data – all prospective graduates enter the NRMP for placement of residency after graduation.  This is done in a “rank order” computer process.  Data from this process includes specialty placement. 

· In-house examination performance, including Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCE) conducted multiple times during the course of medical school, are reviewed regularly and compared with performance on nationally administered exams.  The OSCE process addresses clinical diagnostic skills and interpersonal communication.

3.  List the LEARNING OUTCOMES of the program.

The ability to:

· obtain an accurate medical history that covers all essential aspects of the history, including issues related to age, gender, and socio-economic status 

· perform both a complete and an organ system specific examination, including a mental status examination

· perform routine technical procedures 

· interpret the results of commonly used diagnostic procedures 

· reason deductively in solving clinical problems 

· construct appropriate management strategies (both diagnostic and therapeutic) for patients with common conditions, both acute and chronic, including medical, psychiatric, and surgical conditions, and those requiring short- and long-term rehabilitation 

· recognize patients with immediately life threatening cardiac, pulmonary, or neurological conditions regardless of etiology, and to institute appropriate initial therapy 

· recognize and outline an initial course of management for patients with serious conditions requiring critical care 

· communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, with patients, patients’ families, colleagues, and others with whom physicians must exchange information in carrying out their responsibilities

and Knowledge:

· about relieving pain and ameliorating the suffering of patients 

· of the most frequent clinical, laboratory, roentgenologic, and pathologic manifestations of common maladies 

4.   List and briefly describe the MEASURES that will be used to assess each learning 

      outcome.  

The School uses many direct and indirect measures to assess the outcomes of its students.  These include: in-house examinations, OSCEs, USMLE scores, Clinical Exams in the clinical year (administered by the NBME), extensive faculty observation of student behavior and skills starting in year one of the curriculum.  The Promotions Committee of the School reviews the academic and professionalism achievement of students.  

5.   Describe how learning outcomes are made MEASURABLE and BENCHMARKS or other determinants of success are set.

The central authority for the curriculum at the School is the Faculty Curriculum Committee (FCC), which maintains three subcommittees:  Assessment & Evaluation; Biennium I (pre-clinical); and Biennium II (clinical).  Standards for course grades, performance on skills assessments examinations, professional behaviors set by the FCC and its component subcommittees.  

6.  Describe the process by which FINDINGS will be derived from the measures.

All courses and clerkships are evaluated annually by the FCC, as well as collective student performance on all in-house examinations and nationally administered examinations.  Information on collective student performance on nationally administered examinations (USMLE) is reported regularly to the Executive Committee of the SOM.

7.  Describe the process by which findings are analyzed to determine what 

     IMPROVEMENTS should be made to better meet objectives and learning outcomes.

See Attachment 1.  The FCC and its respective sub-committees are composed of a combination of elected and appointed members of the faculty and student body, representing multiple constituencies in the medical school.

8.  Identify a TIMETABLE for assessment.

The School of Medicine undergoes a systematic and comprehensive review every 7-8 years by the Liaison Committee for Medical Education (LCME) of the American Association of Medical Colleges (AAMC).  The School enters data on its curriculum on a regular basis to a central data bank, CurrMit, managed and monitored by the AAMC. 

As in Attachment 1, all courses, clerkships, student performance on objectives is reviewed on a regular, often annual basis. 

9.  Briefly explain how the program’s assessment plan supports and interacts with 

     ACCREDITATION and LICENSURE requirements (if applicable).

The plan is most consistent with the requirements and recommendations of the LCME.

10.  Describe how the objectives and learning outcomes of the program are 

       COMMUNICATED to students and others.

The objectives are communicated to faculty actively involved in the teaching program through documentation created to support all courses, clerkships, and electives e.g., syllabi.

The educational objectives and learning outcomes are communicated to all faculty through

· Reports presented at school and departmental faculty meetings.

· Meetings of the Faculty Curriculum Committee and the SOM Executive Committee.

· Discussions at standing committees and distribution of the meeting minutes.

· SOM publications such as Vital Signs and the Dean’s Report distributed to all fulltime and voluntary faculty.

The educational objectives are communicated continuously to students through course, clerkship and elective syllabi.

	Intended Outcomes

Basic Science Courses
	Assessment Measures
	Procedure for Improvement
	Time Table



	Students will acquire a working knowledge of the basic science information in Biennium One.
	Students will pass all course evaluations.

Students will pass the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) Step One (a national standard) prior to beginning year three.
	Interdisciplinary course steering committees will evaluate the results of their assessments and USMLE Step One outcomes to improve courses.

The Faculty Curriculum Committee will analyze assessment data and make recommendations for course improvement
	Annual

Annual


	Intended Outcomes

Introduction to Clinical Medicine
	Assessment Measures
	Procedure for 

Improvement
	Time Table



	Students will acquire a knowledge of history taking and physical examination.

Students will demonstrate competency in conducting a history and physical examination.

Students will demonstrate appropriate professional behaviors and attitudes.
	Students will pass an examination developed by an interdisciplinary faculty committee at the end of each quarter.

Students will pass an Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) using standardized patients at the end of Year One and at the end of Year Two.

Faculty in Year Three clerkship programs will be surveyed about student preparation for entry into clinical training
	The interdisciplinary faculty committee will assess the knowledge, skills, and attitude development of each student for potential course improvement.

The Faculty Curriculum Committee will analyze assessment data and make recommendations for improvement.
	Annual

Annual


	Intended Outcomes

Clinical Clerkships and Electives
	Assessment Measures
	Procedure for Improvement
	Time Table



	      Knowledge

      Skills

      Attitudes
	Departmentally developed evaluation instruments.  USMLE Subject Shelf examinations.

Direct observation by clinical supervisors.

Direct observations by clinical supervisors and assessment by other health care personnel.

Students must pass USMLE Step Two prior to graduation.
	Departments will evaluate the results of their assessments, USMLE Subject Shelf Examination, and USMLE Step Two outcomes to improve clerkships and electives.

The Faculty Curriculum Committee will analyze assessment data and make recommendations for improvement of clerkships and electives.
	Annual

Annual


	Intended Outcomes for preparedness of WSU graduates for residency training
	Assessment Measures
	Procedure for Improvement
	Time Table



	Students will be well prepared for entry into postgraduate training (residency).
	Graduating students will be surveyed about their preparation for residency.

Residency supervisors will be asked to rate the preparation of WSU graduates during Post Graduate Year One (PGY-1).

The performance of students on USMLE Step Three will be analyzed.
	The departments and the Faculty Curriculum Committee will evaluate the results for overall program improvement.


	Annual

Annual

Annual
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