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1.  Program Objectives:
Objective A:
Students will be prepared to become high caliber professional music educators, performers, or historians.

Objective B:
Students will be prepared for graduate study at the doctoral level at institutions with national or international reputations for excellence.

Objective C:
Students will be prepared to attain reputations as leaders in their fields.

2.  Data to Demonstrate Extent of Achievement of Objectives

1. Job placement in music related fields

2. Records of music graduates matriculating into graduate schools

3. Annual alumni surveys

3.  Learning Outcomes:

Learning Outcome 1:
The student will develop knowledge and skills in music education methodologies and research skills which will allow the successful graduate to be an effective public school music educator.

Learning Outcome 2:
The student will develop research and writing skills which will prepare the graduate for successful study in music at the doctoral level.

Learning Outcome 3:
The student will develop music performance skills as appropriate to the degree.

Learning Outcome 4:
The student will develop historical and theoretical analysis skills which will assist the graduate in more artistically-informed performances.

Learning Outcome 5:
The student will develop knowledge of musical repertoire appropriate to the degree.  Such repertoire will represent diverse historical, geographical and cultural styles appropriate to the chosen medium, and include inasmuch as possible, multicultural and ethnological sources.

Learning Outcome 6:
The student will develop computer skills in research, writing, composition, arranging, orchestration and/or analysis as appropriated to the degree.

Learning Outcome 7
The student will develop foreign language reading and/or pronunciation skills as appropriate to the degree.

4.  Measures to Assess Learning Outcomes

Results from examinations, tests,  clinical observations, oral comprehensive examinations will be collected quarterly and reviewed annually.

Learning Outcome 1:
Final and other examinations and tests, clinical observation, and the oral comprehensive examination.

Learning Outcome 2:
Final and other examinations and tests, clinical observation, and the oral comprehensive examination.

Learning Outcome 3:
Final and other examinations and tests, clinical observation, and performance in solo and/or ensemble settings, including concerts and recitals.

Learning Outcome 4:
Final and other examinations and tests, clinical observation, and the oral comprehensive examination.

Learning Outcome 5:
Final and other examinations and tests, clinical observation, and the oral comprehensive examination.

Learning Outcome 6:
Final and other examinations and tests, clinical observation, and the oral comprehensive examination.

Learning Outcome 7
Proficiency examinations following curricular sequences and/or grades in appropriate courses.

5.  Description of Measurability and Benchmarking of Learning Outcomes

Learning outcomes are benchmarked to performance (knowledge and skills) levels reviewed by music faculty relative to institutions accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music.  Measurability is determined by the music instructor based on academic, methodological, and/or performance nature of the specific learning outcome.  Success is determined by the individual instructor at the course or departmental requirement level (this latter refers mostly to musical solo or ensemble performance studies).  At the program level, the successful student is defined as the student who has maintained a 3.0 cumulative grade point average with no more than nine quarter credits of the grade of “C” or lower, and who has successfully completed additional departmental requirements such as the oral comprehensive examination, and a final project, recital, or thesis.  Again, both course level and program level success benchmarks are determined in relation to institutions accredited by NASM.

6.  Description of Process by which Findings are Derived from Measures.

The departmental Graduate Studies Committee and Director of Graduate Studies in Music will annually review all admissions, progress (advising), and results of proficiency examinations, oral comprehensive examinations, and other applicable departmental requirements as appropriate to the degree, such as theses, recitals, and/or final projects.  Final review will also consist of examination of cumulative grade point average and general grade performance.  Additionally:
1. Academic Studies Sub-Committee of Music Education Faculty will review music education students admission into degree program.

2. Performance Study Sub-Committee of Applied Faculty will review admission of performance students, performance standards, and results of juries and recitals.

3. Area faculty will analyze results of proficiency examinations.

7.  Description of process by which Findings are analyzed to determine Improvements to be made to better meet Objectives and Learning Outcomes

Departmental committees and area faculty will review findings at the Department of Music’s annual fall conference and make recommendations for improvements to the Faculty Committee

8.  Timetable for Assessment

As a full member of the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM), the Department of Music at Wright State University follows the 10-year cycle of review as mandated by NASM.  Within this 10-year cycle the Department of Music will conduct a yearly assessment of items listed above, with an internal cumulative assessment in year 5, and a cumulative assessment as part of the NASM re-accreditation process in year 9 and 10.

9.  Support and Interaction of Assessment Plan with Accreditation and Licensure Requirements.

The Department of Music is a full member of the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM).  As a member, the Department complies with all the standards of this accreditation agency.  The standards are printed yearly in the NASM Handbook.  Since the Department is currently undergoing preparations for it’s ten-year review in 2004-05, this assessment plan has been developed in conjunction with the self-study requirements of the NASM review process.

10.  Description of Communication of Objectives and Learning Outcomes to Students and Others.

1. Results of the NASM report are distributed to WSU president, provost, and dean.  Notification of accreditation renewal will be disseminated throughout campus.

2. Objectives and learning outcomes will be printed and distributed to students at the music student convocation each September.

3. Objectives and learning outcomes will be printed and distributed to the Department of Music Community Advisory Committee and Alumni Advisory Committee.

4. Objectives and learning outcomes will be published on the Graduate Studies in Music program website.

