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1.   List the OBJECTIVES of the program.
1. Graduates will be prepared to obtain acceptance to graduate or professional schools. 

2. Graduates will be prepared to obtain employment in occupations (i.e., foreign service 
officer, legislative assistant, human resources manager for a multinational corporation) related to their concentrations and their other coursework in the major.

3. Graduates will have enhanced their own self-understanding, the ability to deal with the 
relationship between themselves and others as well as understanding their own personal values.
2.  Explain how the department or program will know the extent to which  

     OBJECTIVES are achieved (alumni or other surveys, employment data, etc.).

1. Alumni Surveys
3.  List the LEARNING OUTCOMES of the program.
1. Graduates will attain proficiency in a second language.

2. Graduates will demonstrate themselves to be capable of conducting independent 
research and have effective research skills, including proper reference citation in bibliographies and footnotes.
3. Graduates will have strong critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
4. Graduates of the program will be effective writers.
4.   List and briefly describe the MEASURES that will be used to assess each learning 

      outcome.  
1. Pass rate for three 300-level courses in Modern Languages.

Outcome 1. 
2. Random sampling of papers from a variety of International Studies courses completed 
will be evaluated by the IS Committee
a. to see if the papers have proper documentation of sources

b. to see if the papers use sources critically

c. to see if the papers have an identifiable thesis

d. to see if the papers present an argument in support of the thesis

Outcomes 2, 3, 4. 

3. Tabulation of grades in writing intensive sections of the major (for graduating seniors).

Outcomes 2, 3, 4.
4. Exit interviews of all International Studies seniors.

Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4.
5. Surveys submitted anonymously by all International Studies seniors.
Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4.
5.   Describe how learning outcomes are made MEASURABLE and BENCHMARKS or other determinants of success are set.

1. Graduates will have attained proficiency in a second language: students will have 
received a letter grade of C or better in at least three 300-level foreign language courses.

2. The committee evaluation of randomly selected papers will use a rubric with the 
following kinds of yes or no questions:

a. Does this paper have proper documentation?


b. Does this paper use sources critically?


c. Does this paper have a thesis?


d. Does this paper present an argument in support of the thesis?

The results will be tabulated. The benchmark will be that 100% of the papers should have a “Yes” answer to all questions.

3.  Transcripts will be evaluated using a check sheet with the following kinds of questions:


a. How many International Studies courses were completed with a “B” or better?


b. How many writing intensive courses in the major were completed?


c. How many writing intensive courses outside the major were completed?

For each transcript examined a raw score based on the number of courses completed will be tabulated.  Faculty will set a benchmark of a minimum total score.

4. Exit interviews and surveys of graduating seniors will record 100% agreement that the 
program is meeting its learning outcomes.

6.  Describe the process by which FINDINGS will be derived from the measures.
The International Studies Committee together with the program director will meet annually to review the measures obtained (in 5.2) above.  The committee will prepare a rubric outlining the standards for papers in terms of content and mechanics. This rubric will provide a set of guidelines for evaluating the success of students’ writing and research skills. It will be revised and updated as needed.

The International Studies Committee will participate in the transcript evaluation process and complete transcript check sheets.

The program director will conduct the exit interviews and collect the surveys. She will write a report summarizing the quantitative and qualitative results, which will be shared with the committee.

7.  Describe the process by which findings are analyzed to determine what 

     IMPROVEMENTS should be made to better meet objectives and learning outcomes.

The International Studies Committee will meet annually for an assessment meeting to examine all of the information gathered over the previous year and to discuss recommendations for improvements to the program. When agreement is reached the program director will take the appropriate steps.
8.  Identify a TIMETABLE for assessment.

The alumni surveys will be sent out every five years (to graduates not previously polled). 
The assessment of randomly selected papers, tabulation of pass rates for 300-level courses in Modern Languages and grades in writing intensive courses, and the collection of exit interviews and senior surveys will be assessed on an annual basis. 
9.  Briefly explain how the program’s assessment plan supports and interacts with 

     ACCREDITATION and LICENSURE requirements (if applicable).

NA
10.  Describe how the objectives and learning outcomes of the program are 
       COMMUNICATED to students and others.

A summary of the objectives and outcomes will be added to the advising check sheet and our website.  We will add this information to the next revision of our brochure as space and budgetary considerations permit. 
