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MASTER OF HUMANITIES PROGRAM ASSESSMENT PLAN

October 2004

1.   List the OBJECTIVES of the program.

1. Graduates of the Program will be prepared to be effective employees in diverse occupations 
related to the study of the humanities.

2. Graduates of the Program will be prepared to pursue further study in diverse fields related to 
the study of the humanities.

3. Graduates of the Program will have satisfied teacher licensure requirements to pursue 
professional development in an area related to their field of competence.

4. Graduates of the Program will have satisfied their own personal desire to further their 
understanding of a diverse range of subject areas in the humanities.

2.  Explain how the department or program will know the extent to which  

     OBJECTIVES are achieved.

An alumni survey will be conducted every four years (see timetable in §8). This survey will measure, from the following data, the extent to which the objectives are achieved:


1. Employment data (objective 1)


2. Graduate school data (objective 2)


3. Teacher licensure data (objective 3)


4. Personal satisfaction data (objective 4)

3.  List the LEARNING OUTCOMES of the program.

1. Graduates of the Program will have effective research and writing skills.

2. Graduates of the Program will know how to study subjects from an interdisciplinary 
humanities perspective.

3. Graduates of the Program will have mastered a subject from an interdisciplinary humanities 
perspective.

4. Graduates of the Program will have created or performed a body of work in a diverse range of 
humanities-related fields, such as art, music, and creative writing.

4.   List and briefly describe the MEASURES that will be used to assess each learning 

      outcome.  

1. Student programs of study (outcome 2)

2. Prospectus defense (outcomes 1-2)

3. Thesis project defense (outcomes 1-3)

4. Student paper portfolios (outcomes 1-3)

5. Student performances or exhibitions of their creative work (outcome 4)

5.   Describe how learning outcomes are made MEASURABLE and BENCHMARKS or other determinants of success are set.

1. Student programs of study will be reviewed to check that students have taken courses from at 
least two humanities-related fields.

2. During the prospectus defense the student will be asked the following questions:


(1) Have you learned how to be an effective research writer through your work in the 


Humanities Program?


(2) Through your coursework in the Program have you learned how to study subjects


from an interdisciplinary humanities perspective?


(3) How does your proposed thesis topic reflect an interdisciplinary humanities 



perspective?

3. Student performance during the thesis project defense will measure outcomes 2-3. In addition, 
during the thesis project defense the student will be asked the following questions measuring outcomes 1-3:


(1) Has completing your thesis helped you become an effective research writer?

(2) As a student in the Humanities Program have you learned how to study a subject from 

an interdisciplinary humanities perspective?

(3) How does your thesis project reflect your mastery of a subject from an 




interdisciplinary humanities perspective?

4. Student portfolios will include the following:

(1) Research papers completed in the required Humanities Program seminars

(2) Project prospectuses

(3) Completed thesis projects

Each component of the student portfolio will be reviewed to measure progress toward the achievement of outcomes 1-3. In reviewing portfolios the following criteria will be used:


(1) Outcome 1:



(a) Proper use of MLA (or equivalent) style to document sources

(b) Clear statement of thesis

(c) Effective development of argument

(2) Outcome 2:

(a) Topic reflects an interdisciplinary humanities perspective.

(b) Source material reflects an interdisciplinary humanities perspective.

(3) Outcome 3: 

Thesis project displays the mastery of a subject from an interdisciplinary 
humanities perspective.

5. Student performances, concerts, exhibitions and other creative work will measure outcome 4.

The results of these measures will be tabulated according to the timetable outlined in section 8. The benchmark will be 100% yes response to all questions.

6.  Describe the process by which FINDINGS will be derived from the measures.

1. The Program Director will review student programs of study (See §5.1).

2. The Program Director and members of the Program Committee question students at the 
prospectus defense (See §5.2).

3. The Program Director and members of the student’s Project Committee question students at 
the project defense (See §5.3).

4. The Program Director will collect the components of the student portfolios. Components of 
the portfolios (See §5.4) are reviewed in the following manner:

(a) Instructors of required Humanities classes will review student research papers. For 


each paper the instructor will complete a check sheet assessing outcomes 1-2. 

(b) The Program Director and the Program Committee members will review student 


prospectuses and will complete a check sheet assessing outcomes 1-3.

(c) The Project Director and the student’s Project Committee members will review the 


student’s thesis project and will complete a check sheet assessing outcomes 1-3. 

5. The Program Director and the Project Committee will review student creative work (See 
§5.5).

6. The Program Director will collect and review all assessment data (from §6.1-5) to determine 
progress toward the achievement of each outcome. The collection of assessment data will occur according to the timetable indicated in §8.

7.  Describe the process by which findings are analyzed to determine what 

     IMPROVEMENTS should be made to better meet objectives and learning outcomes.

Once a year the Humanities Program will hold an assessment meeting. The Program Director will meet with members of the Program faculty and committee to evaluate the findings and recommend changes in the Program designed to address issues revealed by the findings.

8.  Identify a TIMETABLE for assessment.

Collection of assessment data will occur on an ongoing, yearly basis. Review of data will occur on a four-year cycle. Each year the data measuring one outcome will be reviewed and improvements will be devised. 

Year One (2004-05)


Program Director will review programs of study.


Program Director and Program Committee members will review student prospectuses and 
question students at prospectus defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student projects and 
question students at project defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student creative work.


Instructors of required Humanities courses will review student research papers.


Program Director will evaluate data relevant to Outcome 1.

Program Director will present findings at assessment meeting.
Year Two (2005-06)


Program Director will review programs of study.


Program Director and Program Committee members will review student prospectuses and 
question students at prospectus defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student projects and 
question students at project defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student creative work.


Instructors of required Humanities courses will review student research papers.


Program Director will evaluate data relevant to Outcome 2.


Program Director will present findings at assessment meeting.

Year Three (2006-07)


Program Director will review programs of study.


Program Director and Program Committee members will review student prospectuses and 
question students at prospectus defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student projects and 
question students at project defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student creative work.


Instructors of required Humanities courses will review student research papers.


Program Director will evaluate data relevant to Outcome 3.


Program Director will present findings at assessment meeting.

Year Four (2007-08)


Program Director will review programs of study.


Program Director and Program Committee members will review student prospectuses and 
question students at prospectus defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student projects and 
question students at project defenses.


Program Director and Project Committee members will review student creative work.


Instructors of required Humanities courses will review student research papers.


Program Director will evaluate data relevant to Outcome 4.


Program Director will present findings at assessment meeting.


Alumni survey will be conducted.

9.  Briefly explain how the program’s assessment plan supports and interacts with 

     ACCREDITATION and LICENSURE requirements (if applicable).

Not applicable.

10.  Describe how the objectives and learning outcomes of the program are 

       COMMUNICATED to students and others.

1. Through the program handbooks.

2. Through the program website.
3. Through the catalogue.
