General Education Assessment Plan:

Area 6  College Component     
Lead Faculty:  College Associate Deans
1. The General Education Learning Outcomes for Area Six.  

Area 6 requirements link general education more closely with study in the major, 
thereby making more apparent the applicability and transferability of general 
competencies to specialized study.  

A student completing an Area 6 class will be able to do the following:


a. communicate with individuals who are in the student’s major, in allied fields, 



and non-specialists


b.  understand important relationships and interdependencies between the 
student’s major and other academic disciplines, world events or life 
endeavors


OR


c.  additionally meet the objectives of Area I, II, III, IV, or V.

2.  Based on these outcomes, the specific performance criteria in this area.
a. Discussion of trends, issues, and other major content with supportive 


evidence (e.g., marker and essay questions on appropriate examinations)

b. Identification of similarities, influences, or other important relationships 

between students’ major and related academic disciplines, world events or life endeavors  (e.g., marker and essay questions on appropriate examinations)


OR


c.  Assessment plans for corresponding Areas I, II, III, IV, or V (e.g., may include 
critical thinking, problem solving, communication skills, historical perspective, and the like.)

3.  Assessment measures to be used to evaluate student achievement in Area 6.

a.  Direct measures of student achievement
1.)  Marker questions 
2.) Essay questions
Faculty teaching courses in Area 6 will be invited by the dean’s office to create and review a list of marker and essay questions that reflect the performance criteria for Area 6.  To ensure that performance criteria will be addressed, these questions will be submitted to the appropriate college committee for review and suggestions.

From this list, each faculty teaching an Area 6 class will select a marker question(s) and/or an essay question(s) related to the selected Learning Objective(s) for Area 6.  The selected questions will be included on an appropriate examination and evaluated by the faculty member.  

Each quarter Area 6 instructors will complete the “General Education Course Report,” indicating the question(s) posed, the percentage of students who responded correctly to marker questions or adequately to essay questions, what conclusions can be drawn from the results, and what changes if any are planned for future classes.  (See attached form).  The forms will then be forwarded to the dean’s office, with a copy to the department chair, for review by the appropriate college committee. 


b.  Indirect Measures of student achievement

The General Education Student Learning Outcomes Evaluation Form will be distributed on a regular basis to selected Area 6 courses as determined by UGEC.  The results will be tabulated and submitted to the appropriate dean’s office.  The results of the survey will be provided to the appropriate college committees, chairs, and instructors. 


c.  Qualitative Evaluations of student achievement 

Qualitative evaluation of student achievement will be conducted by evaluating data collected from marker questions and essay questions. The information will be reviewed by the appropriate college committee.  


d.  Quantitative evaluations of student achievement 

Quantitative evaluation of student achievement will be conducted by analyzing data collected from marker questions and from the GE Student Learning Outcomes Evaluation Form. The information will be reviewed by the appropriate college committee. 
4.  Assessment Schedule to be used
During fall, winter, and spring quarters, faculty teaching General Education courses in Area 6 will administer at least one General Education marker question and/or essay in the appropriate examination, as well as the GE Student Learning Outcomes Evaluation Form as scheduled.   Hence, the two outcomes and two assessment measures for each outcome will be assessed regularly.

5.  Collection, storage, retrieval, evaluation of data  

a.  During fall, winter, and spring quarters, each faculty teaching a GE course in Area 6 will administer at least one related General Education marker question and/or essay, as well as the GE Student Learning Outcomes Evaluation Form as scheduled.   The exam results will be recorded on the General Education Area 6 Course Report form (attached) and submitted to the dean’s office and the appropriate college committee, with a copy to the department chair, for review and recommendations.  The recommendations, if any, will be noted and forwarded to the department chair and instructor. 
b. Data for each class will be stored in the dean’s office and reviewed quarterly and annually (longitudinally) with recommendations made as needed to the appropriate college committee.  

c. The goal for assessment of marker questions and/or essay questions should be that 100% of students demonstrate competency.  An 80% competency rate will be considered acceptable.   For courses with aggregate percentages below this goal, the appropriate college committee will evaluate the college’s delivery of the course.
Because of the breadth of Area 6, this plan will serve as a pilot with revisions to be recommended when needed.
WSU General Education

DRAFT--COURSE REPORT  Area 6--DRAFT
1.  Quarter___________ Year________

2.  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​GE Area___________ Course Prefix_____ Number_____ Section_____
​





3.  Instructor’s Name________________________________________
4.  Writing Across the Curriculum Grades


_____N/A    _____Number Passing  ____Number Not Passing 

GE Area 6 Learning Objectives are to:

a.  communicate with individuals who are in the student’s major, in allied fields, and non-specialists;

b.  understand important relationships and interdependencies between the student’s major and other academic disciplines, world events or life endeavors;

c.  or meet the objectives of Area I, II, III, IV, or V.

5.  State the marker questions, essay questions, and/or paper assignments used to assess one or more of the above Learning Objectives. 


a.  _____Letter(s) of related Learning Objective(s) selected 

b.  Related Assessment: 

6.  What were the results of the assessment?  


a.  _____Class Enrollment 


b.  _____% of correct answers on marker questions 


c.  _____ % of adequate responses to essay question/paper assignment

7.  What conclusions did you draw from the above results?

8. Recommendations (if any)

___________________________________________

______________
Signature of Course Faculty




Date

Please return form to the office of the Dean
