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M.A. English Program Assessment Plans
November 2005
1. OBJECTIVES
1.
All graduates of the M.A. program in English should be lifelong critical readers of primary and secondary texts in their chosen fields.

2.
All graduates of the M.A. program in English should be effective writers of the kinds of documents required in their special fields.

3.
All graduates of the M.A. program in English should be familiar with the research methods and materials and appropriate methods of documentation of their field of concentration.

4.
All graduates of the M.A. program in English should be aware of and appreciative of the place of literature, language, and rhetoric in a culture’s identity 

2. EXPLANATION OF HOW OBJECTIVES ARE ACHIEVED
Alumni Survey 
3. LEARNING OUTCOMES

All Graduates of the M.A. Program in English should:

1. 
be skilled critical readers of significant texts in their chosen fields;

2. 
be effective writers of the kinds of documents required in their special 
fields;

3. 
be familiar with the research methods and materials (and know how to use the systems of documentation) appropriate to their field of concentration;

4. be aware of and appreciative of the place of literature, language and rhetoric in a culture's identity.

Students taking the emphasis in literature (347) should:

1. 
be familiar with a range of literatures in English;

2. 
be able to demonstrate understanding of specific texts, writers, themes 
or approaches;

3.
be aware of and able to use critical theory;

4.
be able to apply the creative, analytical and communicative skills implicit in literary study to various workplace situations.
Students taking the emphasis in TESOL (348) should:
1. 
understand the systematic nature of language;
2.
understand the implications of the relationship between language and    

culture for teaching English as a second or foreign language;

3.
be familiar with the theory and practice of teaching a second or foreign 
language;
4.        be able to create, select, and adapt techniques, activities, materials 
and assessment tools appropriate for teaching English as a second or foreign language to diverse populations.

Students taking the emphasis in Composition and Rhetoric (349) should:

1.
understand the role of rhetoric in creating and interpreting written 
discourse; 

2.
be able to write effectively in various genres for various purposes and 
                
audiences;
2.       
understand and be able to apply current pedagogical theories and practices in writing;
3.
be able to apply the creative, analytical and communicative skills implicit in the study of writing and language to various workplace situations.
4. MEASURES

Direct Measure:  Review of all graduate portfolios every spring 
Note: Spring quarter was selected because the majority of students submit portfolios during this quarter, insuring a representative sampling of portfolios in the three concentrations. Over the past two years, an average of fifteen portfolios have been submitted in the spring.  
5. BENCHMARKS
Department of English Guidelines for Evaluating the Independent Paper 
(attached).  These guidelines represent a consensus on qualities that faculty in 
general expect in papers submitted in their courses.  All Independent Papers 
(100%) submitted in graduate portfolios must meet these guidelines in order for 
the portfolio to pass and the student to graduate.
6. DERIVING FINDING
Who will derive the findings:

The Graduate Committee, English
How will findings be derived:

Measure graduate portfolios against the 

Guidelines for Evaluating the 
Independent Paper 

7. IMPROVEMENTS

Recommendations of the Graduate Committee
8. TIMETABLE
2004-5: Portfolios from the Literature Concentration

2005-6: Portfolios from the Composition-Rhetoric Concentration

2006-7: Portfolios from the TESOL Concentration
2007-8: Alumni Survey
9. ACCREDITATION AND LICENSURE
Not applicable

10. COMMUNICATED
Faculty:
Objectives and learning outcomes distributed as a typed document   

Students:
Objectives and learning outcomes added to the department’s Graduate Student Manual.
Faculty and Students:
Objectives and learning outcomes posted on the department’s web site

Graduate Portfolio:

Guidelines for Evaluating the Independent Paper
 

· Demonstrates an ability to synthesize and analyze a body of research 

· Demonstrates a knowledge of background sources, relevant literature, and critical theories  

· Demonstrates a careful reading of a literary text or a body of work

· Contains a thesis that takes a position on the collected research  

· Outlines a plan for the development and support of the thesis

· Conveys a rationale for the thesis’ position

· Is carefully edited and proofed 

· Consistently follows MLA or APA style guidelines
· May use personal anecdotes to introduce a topic or corroborate research but only when the anecdotes have been qualified and contextualized  

______________________________________________________
Department of English Language and Literatures

September 17, 2004

� Guidelines were developed by the graduate faculty during the winter 2004 retreat.  A draft of the guidelines was submitted to the English Department Graduate Committee for review and further editing.  The final draft of the guidelines was approved at the spring department meeting, June 8, 2004.  





