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1.   List the OBJECTIVES of the program.

1.  Employment that requires an advanced background in mathematics.

2.  Entrance to a doctoral program in mathematics or a masters program in a related      discipline.
2.  Explain how the department or program will know the extent to which  

     OBJECTIVES are achieved (alumni or other surveys, employment data, etc.).

1.  Exit surveys

--Each graduate of the program will be asked to complete an exit survey which will include questions about future employment and plans for further graduate study. 

2.  Alumni surveys

--Every five years surveys will be sent to alumni which will inquire about positions held, success in further graduate work, and degrees achieved.

3.  List the LEARNING OUTCOMES of the program.

1.  Thorough understanding of the fundamental concepts of at least two areas of          mathematics at a depth sufficient to provide a solid foundation for doctoral study in       mathematics or a related field.

2.  Skill in communicating and applying mathematical concepts.

4.   List and briefly describe the MEASURES that will be used to assess each learning 

      outcome.  

1.  Comprehensive exams

2.  Exit surveys and alumni surveys

5.   Describe how learning outcomes are made MEASURABLE and BENCHMARKS or other determinants of success are set.

The following will be regarded as benchmarks of program success:

1.  Students pass comprehensive exams which cover the two areas of mathematics      mentioned in learning outcome #1.

2,  Students interested in further graduate work are accepted into appropriate programs.

3.  Alumni surveys indicate that those who pursued further graduate work were well      prepared to do so, and were successful in obtaining advanced degrees.

4.  Students seeking employment obtain a position requiring a background in      mathematics.

6.  Describe the process by which FINDINGS will be derived from the measures.

The graduate advisor, the graduate faculty, and the Graduate committee are responsible for reviewing the findings and maintaining the quality of the program.

7.  Describe the process by which findings are analyzed to determine what 

     IMPROVEMENTS should be made to better meet objectives and learning outcomes.

Each year the graduate advisor is responsible for reviewing the exit surveys,  coordinating the comprehensive exams, and bringing to the attention of the graduate faculty and the Graduate committee any apparent problems.  Proposals for changing the program will be brought to the Graduate Committee for discussion and review, and ultimately to the entire faculty for approval.  Such proposals can be initiated by the graduate advisor, or any faculty member involved in the graduate program.  

8.  Identify a TIMETABLE for assessment.

Each year students completing the program will take comprehensive exams.

Each year students completing the mathematics graduate program will be asked to fill out  exit surveys, which will include questions about employment and plans for further graduate study.   Students will also be asked to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the program.

Each year the graduate advisor will review the exit surveys, and the results of the comprehensive exams.  Apparent problems will be brought to the attention of the graduate faculty and the Graduate Committee.

Every 5 years there will be a survey of alumni. The initial survey will take place during the 2005-2006 academic year.

Every 5 years (beginning with the 2005-2006 academic year) the Graduate Committee will review the data from the exit surveys and the alumni surveys to determine if changes to the program are warranted. 

9.  Briefly explain how the program’s assessment plan supports and interacts with 

     ACCREDITATION and LICENSURE requirements (if applicable).

Not applicable

10.  Describe how the objectives and learning outcomes of the program are 

       COMMUNICATED to students and others.

The objectives of the program are stated in the catalogue, as well as in a pamphlet which is used to advertise the graduate programs.

The learning objectives will be communicated to students in conjunction with information on comprehensive exams.

