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I said at the start of today's ceremony that I am honored to have the opportunity 
to speak to you on behalf of the Wright State University Faculty. 
 
On their behalf I congratulate this graduating class.  All of you should be proud of 
what you have achieved.  There really is nothing more rewarding to a faculty 
member to hear about the great things that their students have been doing -- 
please stay in touch! 
 
From your years of interacting with them you all know that many of Wright State's 
faculty are literally world leaders in their respective fields. They are making huge 
impacts not just on their students but on a worldwide scale.  I'd like to introduce 
just a few of those outstanding faculty to your family and friends who probably 
have not had the chance to get to know these amazing individuals. 
 
Let me draw your attention to Professor Stefan Pugh from our Department of 
Modern Languages in our College of Liberal Arts.  Dr. Pugh is a Brage Golding 
Distinguished Professor of Research.  He joined Wright State as the chair of his 
department in 2008 and has continued an astonishing record of publication 
including a multivolume “New Historical Grammar of the East Slavic Languages” 
and the first-ever formal grammar of “The Rusyn language” as spoken in 
Slovakia.  Long neglected by some as a dialect of Ukrainian, Rusyn is a distinct 
Slavic language formally developed as a written form of communication only in 
the last twenty years.  Dr. Pugh’s work is contributing, he hopes, to assuring its 
future and preventing its death.  See what I mean when I say that Wright State 
faculty work on a world stage? 
 
I’d like to now call out Dr. Pratik Parikh from our College of Engineering and 
Computer Science -- please stand for a moment.  Dr. Parikh is a recipient of a 
Presidential Award for Faculty Excellence: Early Career Achievement.  He has 
been a member of the faculty at Wright State since 2009 in the department of 
Biomedical, Industrial and Human Factors Engineering.  He uses deterministic 
and stochastic techniques to model and optimize complex systems – like those 
involved in warehouse design and distribution planning.  In just the past four 
years he has published six papers in prominent journals, had his work featured 
on CNN Money and has been listed in “Who’s Who in America.” Thank you Dr. 
Parikh. 
 
Let’s now talk for a moment about Dr. Thomas Rooney from our College of 
Science and Mathematics -- please stand for a moment.  Dr. Rooney is serving 
today as the marshal for the College of Science and Math.  Dr. Rooney is an 
ecologist with a wide range of research interests including determining how deer 
influence vegetation diversity.  Huge increases in deer populations over the past 



twenty years have made this a critically important issue and is one of the main 
topics of his book titled “The Vanishing Present: Wisconsin’s changing lands, 
waters and wildlife.”  In just four days Dr. Rooney is taking eight biology students 
to the Amazon rainforest for an intensive two-week field course.  Again, Wright 
State on a world stage!  Thank you Dr. Rooney. 
 
Again, I am so proud to be able to speak on behalf of such phenomenal faculty 
and to have an opportunity to introduce just a few of them to the friends and 
families of our graduates. 


