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I said at the start of today's ceremony that I am honored to have the opportunity 
to speak to you on behalf of the Wright State University Faculty. 
 
On their behalf I congratulate this graduating class.  All of you should be proud of 
what you have achieved.  There really is nothing more rewarding to a faculty 
member to hear about the great things that their students have been doing -- 
please stay in touch! 
 
From your years of interacting with them you all know that many of Wright State's 
faculty are literally world leaders in their respective fields. They are making huge 
impacts not just on their students but on a worldwide scale.  I'd like to introduce 
just a few of those outstanding faculty to your family and friends who probably 
have not had the chance to get to know these amazing individuals. 
 
Let me draw your attention to Professor Kate Excoffon – please stand for a 
moment.  Professor Excoffon joined the Biology Department in the College of 
Science and Math at Wright State in 2009 and has already secured two highly 
competitive National Institutes of Health grants, established a joint research 
project focused on HIV, published papers in numerous top journals and become 
a sought-after speaker.  Professor Excoffon has included Wright State University 
students in her research and as coauthors in her publications.  She has also 
developed both undergraduate and graduate classes, has supervised several MS 
and PhD students and an Honors student who is graduating today, Alexandra 
McCann.  Dr. Excoffon’s passion and energy for science education, 
demonstrated in her research, teaching and service, is inspiring others in her 
department and beyond.  Thank you Dr. Excoffon. 
 
I’d like to now call out Dean Parmelee from our school of medicine.  Dr. Parmelee 
has been Associate Dean for academic affairs since 2001 and he has made a 
significant educational impact on Wright State students and the global medical 
education community.  He is internationally known for his revolutionizing medical 
education through the development of Team-Based Learning which challenges 
medical educators to create meaningful learning experiences and helps medical 
students develop skills in critical thinking.  He has also edited four textbooks and 
authored many book chapters and peer-reviewed articles on child psychiatry, 
medical ethics, and pediatrics.  Thank you Dr. Parmelee. 
 
Let’s now talk for a moment about Professor Sherrill Smith from our College of 
Nursing and Health -- please stand for a moment.  Dr. Smith is actually an alum 
of the Wright State MS in Nursing Education program and began teaching at 
Wright State in 2008 and is considered one of four resident experts on the topic 
of patient simulation. She led the integration of simulation into undergraduate 



nursing courses, acted as a liaison for student clinical instruction at an off-site 
simulation training center, and trained faculty in the use of simulation as an 
educational tool.  In April of this year she received the Award for Excellence in 
Academic Setting from the International Nursing Association for Clinical 
Simulation and Learning.  In 2010 Dr. Smith also received a nomination for the 
Graduate Online Teaching Excellence Award from the CoNH.  She serves as the 
director of the traditional baccalaureate track within the CoNH and also finds time 
to serve on many key committees within her college.  Thank you Dr. Smith. 
 
Again, I am so proud to be able to speak on behalf of such phenomenal faculty 
and to have an opportunity to introduce just a few of them to the friends and 
families of our graduates. 


