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The Academic Data Series consists of four major sections:  Statewide Comparisons, the Revenue

Expenditure Analysis, the Five-Year Overview, and the Student Credit Hour Series.  The Appendix

includes definitions of terms and other reference materials that should be of assistance in interpreting

and using the data.  Some observations and comments are described in brief in the General Notes below.

GENERAL NOTES:

• Student Credit Hours and Weighted Student Credit Hours are reported for all terms rather than for

Fall quarter, to reflect the way subsidy is calculated. These changes have been applied to all

historical data used in this publication.  All flexibly scheduled course student credit hours are also

included now.

• Students who have not been accepted into a major but have declared their intended major are

reported in the University College Five-Year Overview in the “Number of Intended Majors” section.

They are also listed in their intended department’s “Number of Majors” section of the Five-Year

Overview.

• Data are grouped in numerical sequence by four-digit department number.  In the Five-Year

Overview and in the Student Credit Hour Series, college/school/campus summaries precede related

departments.

• Historically, courses taught by Lake Campus faculty were “credited” to Lake Campus, and courses

taught by Main Campus faculty at Lake Campus were “credited” to Main Campus.  Beginning

Summer Quarter 1999 this process changed and credit for courses will now be awarded to the

campus where they are taught.

• Treatment of some accounts in the School of Professional Psychology has varied over the years.

This explains some of that school’s shifts in cost per SCH and WSCH and in expenditures at the

instructional subtotal level.

• The subsidy level assigned to Computer Science courses was raised as of the beginning of 1997-98.

This change in the subsidy level weighting factor increased revenues and modeled faculty FTE.

• A minor change in SCH or placement of administrative charges can result in large percentage shifts

in small departments.  This may be reflected in the data trends.
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• Some departments that are unaffiliated with any college or school are included in this report. Each

one of these departments has some unique aspects that need to be considered when evaluating their

data.

- Instruction is provided by the military for the Army and Air Force R.O.T.C. departments.

Therefore, the expenditures for these departments cover only the clerical staff and supplies

provided by Wright State.

- Many courses are offered through various colleges as honors sections that are not identified

with the “UH” course designation.  Financial responsibility for these courses varies greatly.

All honors sections without a “UH” course label are “credited” to other departments.

• The “Subtotal as % of 3 qtr. OBR Model” calculation is the “Budgeted FTE” subtotal divided by

the “3 Qtr. Avg. (OBR) Modeled Faculty” for the same fiscal year.  The result is shown as a

percent.

STATEWIDE COMPARISONS

The Statewide Comparisons section compares data from Ohio state-supported university main

campuses.  There are two sections in the analysis.

• Performance Outcomes.  These consist of measures from Ohio’s College & Universities 2001

(previously titled The State-Supported Ohio College and University Performance Report: Student

Outcomes and Experiences), which outlines various performance measures including graduation and

persistence rates, average time and credits to degree, and other appropriate measures of student

success.  The report is a compilation of statistics created to provide benchmarks to help colleges and

universities identify their strengths and weaknesses.

• Cost per FTE by Subject Field.  The data is provided by the Ohio Board of Regents’ HEI Resource

Analysis, and comes with some cautions.  Each course offered is assigned a Subject Code according

to the Classification of Instructional Programs guidelines, which are then grouped into general

Subject Fields.  A specific department’s courses may all be within one Subject Field or they may be

distributed among several.  This is important to consider when using this data for comparison

purposes.  The Resource Analysis outputs are generally more volatile (and less reliable for analytical

purposes) at the lower levels of aggregation, and are more stable and robust at higher levels, such as

the Subject Field level.  This type of data should be used to begin analysis, and is not considered to

be conclusive.
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REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES ANALYSIS

The Academic Revenues and Expenditures Analysis is an examination of the relationships between the

revenues, expenditures and credit hours in the various academic units.

• Accounting standards for higher education require assigning a specific category code to each

account.  These codes have been used in the compilation of revenues and expenditures.  Preliminary

data for this section were extracted from FAS (Financial Accounting System) and distributed to all

deans’ offices for review before we proceeded with this section of the report.  (Please see the

appendices for Category Code descriptions.)

• State instructional subsidy is calculated using either two- or five-year average enrollment.  For

analytical purposes, it is assumed that enrollment will remain steady.  Therefore, subsidy revenue is

calculated for the Academic Data Series using actual student credit hours in the subsidy calculation

in place of the two- or five-year average enrollment.

• Two types of cumulative data are calculated:

- "Instructional Only”:  a subtotal of all instructional departments within a college or school.

These subtotals exclude the deans' offices, other academic support units, research, public service,

student service and scholarship/fellowship activities, which are within colleges or schools.

- “Total”:  college and school totals that include the above functions.

There are four situations in which limited instructional activity is conducted through dean’s

offices.  LA courses in the College of Liberal Arts, BUS courses in the Raj Soin College of

Business, SM courses in the College of Science and Mathematics and EGR courses in the

College of Engineering and Computer Science are taught out of the college administration

departments.  LA, BUS, SM and EGR course incomes, expenses, SCH, and WSCH are excluded

from subtotals used in the "Instructional Only" calculations.

• Trends:  Three years of Expense per SCH, Expense per WSCH, and Revenue/Expenditure Ratios are

displayed for each department to provide some historical perspective.

• Graphs showing five-year historical trends by college:

- Budgeted FTE, OBR Modeled Faculty FTE, and their relationship expressed as a percentage
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- Number of Majors

- Degrees Awarded

• Graphs showing ten-year historical trends for revenue and expense ratios by college.

• Charts of the top two changes by college from 1999-2000- to 2000-01 of Student Credit Hours,

Weighted Student Credit Hours, Revenues, Expenditures, Revenue/Expenditure Ratios, Weighted

Student Credit Hour FTE per Teaching Faculty FTE, and Budgeted Teaching FTE as % of OBR

Modeled FTE.

• Two-year institution level change statistics: 1999-2000 to 2000-01

These charts include the five largest increases and decreases in amounts and percentages for Student

Credit Hours, Weighted Student Credit Hours, Expenditures, Revenues, Revenue/Expenditure Ratio,

Budgeted Teaching FTE as % of OBR Modeled FTE, and WSCH FTE per Teaching Faculty FTE.

• Five-year institution level change statistics:  1996-97 to 2000-01.

These charts include the five largest increases and decreases in amounts and percentages for Student

Credit Hours, Weighted Student Credit Hours, Expenditures, Revenues, Revenue/Expenditure Ratio,

Budgeted Teaching FTE as % of OBR Modeled FTE, and WSCH FTE per Teaching Faculty FTE.

• The general education RST and CST courses are combined in the Non-Western World Department

in the College of Liberal Arts.  Though 8% of Liberal Arts offerings are associated with this

department, most of the expenses are distributed among a variety of Liberal Arts departments.  This

results in greatly understated expenses for the Non-Western World courses and somewhat overstated

expenses in the other departments.  For this reason, the Non-Western World Department is not

included in the ranking process.

FIVE-YEAR OVERVIEW

The Five-Year Overview displays data for each teaching unit and college/school.

• The “Budgeted FTE” in the “Personnel” section includes all budgeted positions, even if they are

vacant.  This is an important point to remember, especially if the data are being used to decide about

filling vacancies.
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• The “Subtotal as % of 3 qtr. OBR Model” calculation is the “Budgeted FTE” subtotal divided by the

“3 Qtr. Avg. (OBR) Modeled Faculty” for the same fiscal year.  The result is shown as a percent.

• Students who have not been accepted into a major but have declared their intended major are now

reported in the University College Five-Year Overview in the “Number of Intended Majors” section.

They are also listed in their intended department’s “Number of Majors” section of the Five-Year

Overview.

• Three new tables have been added to the Five-Year Overview.

- The percentage of their total Fall student credit hour load that majors take in their own

department is in the “% of Majors’ SCH Taken in Dept.” table.

- The percentage of total  Fall student credit hours that a department teaches to its own majors is

in the “% of Total SCH Taught to Majors” table.

- The average student credit hour load taken by a department’s majors Fall quarter is in the

“Majors’ Avg. Fall SCH Load” table.

STUDENT CREDIT HOUR SERIES

These data are based upon the OBR census date and are updated quarterly.  The OBR census date is the

designated point by when a student must be registered for a course to be eligible for subsidy.  For

regularly scheduled course sections, the census point is the end of business on the 15th calendar day of

the academic term (this is not a change from the former '14th day after the first day of classes').  For

flexibly scheduled course sections the census point is the end of business on the date closest to

completing 20 percent of the course section based on the official start and end dates, regardless of the

course section meeting pattern.  For flexibly scheduled courses meeting for less than seven consecutive

days, all students who enrolled by the last day of the course and have not withdrawn are counted

(regardless of the date of  registration in the course section).

• Each department has three pages, one each for the following statistics:

SCH (Student Credit Hours) -- Course credit hours have been multiplied by the number of students

enrolled as of the census date, by subsidy level.  Fiscal year totals are also calculated.

WSCH (Weighted Student Credit Hours) -- SCH weighted by subsidy level based upon modeled

student/faculty ratio.  (See appendix for weighting factors.)  These data were accumulated each

quarter by subsidy level.  Fiscal year totals are also calculated.
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OBR Modeled Faculty -- Modeled faculty FTE is calculated based upon the SCH by subsidy level.

(See appendix for calculating factors.)  These data were accumulated each quarter by subsidy

level.  Averages for the academic year quarters are also calculated.
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