New Critical
Historical/Cultural
Biographical
Feminist

It's important to understand which lens the student is supposed to use to analyze the literary work
because it a ects not only perspective but also research. Tutors should be sure to ask questions regard-
ing the required approach.

The Paper’s Structure and Development
No matter which“lens” students use to write a literary analysis, each paper should have the following
elements:

m E ective introduction and thesis statement
m Logically developed and fully supported body
m E ective Conclusion

Specifically, as you read the draft and discuss it with the writer, you can ask the following questions:
1. Does the thesis have depth?  at is, does the thesis address aspects of the text(s) beyond the typi-

cal, universal themes accessible upon a first reading of the text?
2. Does the thesis account for the complexity of the text(s)?



