
PHY 107-01 Stars, Galaxies and the Cosmos    Winter 2007 
02 January 2007   to   17 March 2007 

01 January 2007 
 
LECTURE: 10:25 - 11:40 AM T, TH  #101 Fawcett - Readings for each class are listed in the 
schedule. 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Paul Koller     Physics Office #248,  775-2954,  434-4176 (home)–   
          paul.koller@wright.edu 
                                                      Office hours: 9:00 AM to 10:25 AM and 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM  
          Tuesday and Thursday Room 237 F 
 
TEXTBOOK:  Discovering the Essential Universe, Neil F. Comins, W.H. Freeman, 2006. 
                            
OBJECTIVES: To learn about the life cycle of stars, the formation of galaxies and the structure and 
evolution of the universe.  
 
GENERAL EDUCATION OBJECTIVES:  To gain an understanding and appreciation of the scale 
and workings of the universe. To learn how this information was deduced in the past and how it is 
being obtained now. To gain an understanding of how physics is used in astronomy, and how 
astronomy enriches physics.  To develop the vocabulary, concepts and background needed to 
appreciate current dialog regarding astronomy. 
 
LECTURE:  The primary method of instruction is the lecture along with discussion of topics 
presented.   Students are responsible for all materials presented in class.  Class notes will be available 
on line. Students should consult the Course Outline and read the subject matter listed before the class. 
  
ON LINE COURSE RESERVES:  In addition to the text, on line course reserves are available. 
1. Go the Libraries home page 
2. Click on “Course Reserves” 
3. Click on “Electronic Reserves and Reserve Pages” 
4. Under “Search for Course Reserve Pages” type in “phy107” 
5. Click on PHY107 
6. Type in password “                          ” and click on ACCEPT. 
   
LABORATORY:  Concurrent registration in, or previous completion of, PHY 117 is required.  See 
Mr. William Wagner, Laboratory Director, (#239 F) about problems related to the laboratory class.  
The lab schedule and lists of pre-questions and post-questions are available at the physics lab website: 
http://www.wright.edu/academics/physicslab/ 
 
EXAMINATIONS:  There will be three exams and three quizzes during the course.  Two exams out 
of three and two quizzes out of three are required.  The Final Exam is required. 
Quizzes will be given during the last 20 minutes of the class.  If a student is not present at the start of 
the quiz the student will not be allowed to take the quiz.   
No make-up quizzes will be given. 
All students have to take the Final Exam.  Exams may include all text assignments plus everything 
covered in class.  Tests will be multiple choice on Opscan Sheet with a #2 pencil.   
No make-up will be given for any exam. 
 



 
GRADING:   All General Education courses are graded A-F 
                      Two exams @ 100 points each   200 points 
                         Final Exam                                 100 points 
                         Quizzes                                         30 points 
                         Total                                            330 points 
 
COURSE OUTLINE:  The course outline may be changed at the discretion of the instructor.  It may 
be necessary to change dates for quizzes and exams.  Any changes will be announced one week in 
advance.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep up with the changes.   
 
COURSE STUDIO:  The course outline (taken from the textbook) can be found on WINGS under 
ACADEMICS and then click on Access My Courses.  Click on Phy 107 and get the Course 
Homepage. Look under files for the course Syllabus and Outlines by class date.   
 
 
Week Tuesday 

Lecture 
Thursday 
Lecture 

1 02 Jan   
2.1, 2.5-2.8, 3.1-3.8 

04 Jan   
3.9-3.22 

2 09 Jan  
7.1-7.9  

11 Jan   
8.1-8.3                     Quiz 1 Chapter 3   

3 16 Jan   
  8,4-8.13 

18 Jan   
9.1-9.6 

4 23 Jan  EXAM I 
Chapters 2, 3, 7 

25 Jan  
9.7-9.13      

5 30 Jan   
10.1-10.9 

01 Feb   
  10.10-10.19             Quiz  Chapter 8 

6 06 Feb  
10.20-10.26 

08 Feb  EXAM II  
 Chapters  8, 9                                    

7 13 Feb   
11.1-11.6 

15 Feb   
 11. 7- 11.16                        

8 20 Feb  Exam III  
 Chapter 10, 11.1-11.6 

22 Feb 
 11.17-11.27 

9 27 Feb   
12.1-12.7 

01 Mar  
 12.8-12.15               

10 06 Mar  
Review  

08 Mar   
                                 Quiz 11.7-11.27 

 
Final Exam (Non Comprehensive):  Thursday 15 March   10:45 to 12:45 Chapter 11. 7 -12. 
17 Jan.   Last day for 70% refund of fees. 
22 Jan.   Last day for ALL students to drop without a grade. 
19 Feb.  Last day for ALL students to drop with a grade of “W”. 
12 Mar.  Last day of winter quarter classes 
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