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Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) at Wright State University is a comprehensive program extending writing 
throughout each student's undergraduate career. The Writing Across the Curriculum program consists of two parts -- 
Writing in General Education and Writing in the Major--and serves the following purposes: 
1. To improve students' writing proficiency -- their ability to develop ideas and transmit information for an 

appropriate audience in an organized, coherent fashion while writing with appropriate style and correct 
grammar, usage, punctuation and spelling. 

2. To encourage students to use writing as a learning tool to explore and structure ideas, to articulate thoughts 
and questions, and to discover what they know and do not know, thereby empowering students to use writing 
as a tool of discovery, self-discipline, and thought. 

3. To demonstrate for students the ways in which writing is integral to all disciplines, essential to the learning 
and conveying of knowledge in all fields. 

 
Part I: WRITING IN GENERAL EDUCATION 

 
1. All undergraduate students who first enroll at the University Fall Quarter 1996 or thereafter must complete 

four writing intensive  (WI) general education courses, or allowable substitutions, in addition to the two 
required courses in freshman composition; transfer students will complete the WAC/GE requirement in 
proportion to the amount of the general education program they have completed when they enter the 
University (see WAC implementation for further details). 

2. Each WI section of a GE course will include writing assignments totaling approximately 1500 words, which 
will be evaluated for content, form, style, correctness, and overall writing proficiency and give students the 
opportunity for revision and improvement. Assignments may take many forms and include a mix of formal 
writing (e.g., a number of short papers evaluated in both draft and final form, a long assignment broken into 
smaller parts, thus allowing for multiple drafts, feedback, and revisions,) and informal writing (e.g., journals, 
logs, short responses to lectures, essay examinations). All the writing will count as part of students' 
performance in the course. Responsibility for ensuring that these course requirements are met rests with the 
colleges offering the courses and the Writing Across the Curriculum Committee. 

3. WI sections are offered in required GE substitution courses, as well as in standard GE courses. In instances 
where the required substitutions are a sequence of two or three courses, only one of the courses in the 
sequence need be writing intensive. 

4. As with "Writing in the Major," students must pass the "writing intensive" portion of a GE course in order to 
fulfill the university requirement for the program. Grading for the WI portion of a course is pass/no entry. 
Students are encouraged to complete all four Writing Intensive GE courses (as well as English 101 and 102) 
or to have demonstrated writing proficiency as described in #5 below by the time they have attained junior 
status. 

5. Students who do not successfully complete the WI portion of four GE courses (excluding English 101 and 
102) may satisfy the requirements for writing proficiency in GE in any one of the following three ways: 
a. pass the WI portion of at least two GE courses and earn a grade of C or better in an approved 

advanced writing course. 
b. pass the WI portion of at least two GE courses and prepare an acceptable portfolio that includes 

writing on demand. 
c. earn a grade of C or better in an approved advanced writing course and prepare an acceptable 

portfolio that includes writing on demand. 
6.  Copies of the plan for assessing Writing in General Education are available in the office of the WAC 

Coordinator. 
 
The combination of four writing intensive courses in GE and two writing intensive courses in the major means that the 
Writing Across the Curriculum Program at WSU requires each undergraduate student to complete a minimum of six 
writing intensive courses in addition to their required freshman composition courses. 
 
*pass = the equivalent of a C grade or better 
 
NOTE:  With the implementation of the revised GE program in Fall Quarter 2003, GE writing intensive courses will be 
available within a number of areas, including (but not limited to) the following: Area II (all Non-Western World 
classes); Area III (SOC 200, SOC 205, WMS 200; EC 290, and some sections of EC 200); Area IV (all Great Books 
classes); Area V (some classes); Area VI (all classes). Students completing the 1987 General Education program 
may count writing intensive courses in the 2003 GE program toward fulfilling their writing intensive requirements. 
 



 
 

Part II: WRITING IN THE MAJOR 
 
Beginning Fall Quarter 1996, all incoming first-year students and transfer students must successfully complete two 
Writing Intensive courses in their major field in order to graduate. Successful completion of Area One General 
Education writing courses (ENG 101 and 102) is a prerequisite for all Writing Intensive courses in the major. 
 
--Writing Intensive sections of current courses. Any course in a major program may be designated "Writing Intensive" 
by the unit offering the course. Writing Intensive courses will have at least 4500 words (18 double-spaced pages) of 
writing, at least half of which will be evaluated formally and all of which will count as part of students' performance in 
the course. Writing Intensive courses must meet criteria established and monitored by the Writing Across the 
Curriculum Committee. Responsibility for ensuring that WI course requirements are met rests with the department 
offering the course, the college, and the WAC Committee. 
 
Guidelines and examples of how the writing requirement may be met are available from the Writing Across the 
Curriculum Coordinator. Additional assistance is provided by the University Writing Center. 
 
To permit flexibility in scheduling and staffing, units may designate certain sections of a course as Writing Intensive 
during any quarter. Course sections designated Writing Intensive will be identified in the quarterly class schedule. 
 
--Independent Writing Project. Under exceptional circumstances, a paper of at least 2500 words written under the 
direction of a faculty member in the student's major field will be accepted for Writing Intensive credit. This option may 
count as no more than one Writing Intensive course and must be approved by the chair of the student's major 
department. Students are expected to fulfill the rest of the minimum requirement by completing one or more regular 
WI courses. 
 
WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE GRADING 
 
Writing Intensive credits are entered separately from course grades on student transcripts as PASS/NO ENTRY. In 
order to receive a PASS, students must complete the writing component of a WI course with a grade of C or better. 
Students who do not pass the writing component of a WI course but receive a D or better for the course grade need 
not repeat that course, unless it is required by the major. They must, however, pass the writing components of two WI 
courses to fulfill the requirement. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Copies of the plan for assessing Writing in the Major are available in the office of the WAC Coordinator. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION OF WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM: 
WRITING IN GENERAL EDUCATION AND WRITING IN THE MAJOR 

 
1. Each designated Writing Intensive (WI) course in the major and in general education is identified as such in 

the quarterly class schedule. 
 
2. For record-keeping purposes and to allow maximum scheduling flexibility, each designated WI course is 

assigned a 0-credit "lab" to represent the writing component of the course. The lab is graded pass/no entry 
(P/no entry). The Registrar adds the lab to the course after the drop date has passed, thereby removing the 
need for students to register for both the course and the lab and preventing them from dropping the writing 
component of a course while retaining the course itself, or vice versa. Likewise, removal of credit for the 
course grade will also remove credit for the writing component. 

 
Each writing section generates 2 grade sheets, one for the course grade, one for the WI grade (P/no entry). 
Both grades will appear on the student's transcript and permanent record (unless a student fails the writing 
component of a course, in which case there will be no entry). 

 
3. Students taking WI courses within the general education program or within the major can 1) pass both the 

course and the WI component; 2) pass the course and fail the WI component; or 3) pass the WI component 
of the course but fail the course itself. 

 
A. A student who does not successfully complete the WI portion of four GE courses (excluding English 

101 and 102) may satisfy the requirements for writing proficiency in GE in any of the following three 
ways: 
a. pass the WI portion of at least two GE courses and earn a grade of C or better in an 

approved advanced writing course. 



 
 

b. pass the WI portion of at least two GE courses and prepare an acceptable portfolio that 
includes writing on demand. 

c. earn a grade of C or better in an approved advanced writing course and prepare an 
acceptable portfolio that includes writing on demand. 

 
B. To fulfill the Writing in the Major requirement only (This option is not available to students fulfilling the 

Writing in GE requirement.), take the "Independent Writing Project" available within the program or a 
designated writing intensive independent reading course. Each department designates the 
appropriate course needed to complete the requirement. Students may use the "Independent Writing 
Project" or the designated writing intensive independent reading course to fulfill only one of the two-
course requirement. 

 
C. A student who passes WI portion of a course but fails the course itself may receive credit for fulfilling 

the writing requirement but may/will still need to repeat the course to fulfill the major or general 
education requirement. 

 
D. A student who drops a writing intensive course automatically drops the "lab" attached to the course. 

In other words, it will not be possible to drop a course and retain the WI component of the course. 
 
4. Transfer students who have completed the transfer module that is part of the Ohio Articulation and Transfer 

Policy will be considered as having met the Writing in GE requirements. Transfer students who have 
completed at least 75% (40 hours) of the transfer module may meet the Writing in GE requirement by 
completing one writing intensive course. Transfer students who have completed less that 75% (40 hours) of 
the transfer module must complete the University's general education requirements, including the Writing in 
GE requirement, as follows: 

 
50%-74% (28-39 hours) of general education completed -- successfully complete two WI courses, in 
addition to English 101 and 102. 

 
25%-49% (14-27 hours) of general education completed -- successfully complete three WI courses, 
in addition to English 101 and 102. 
 
fewer than 25% or 14 hours of general education completed - successfully complete all four 
designated WI courses, in addition to English 101 and 102. 

 
When students who still need writing intensive credit in General Education courses already have credit for 
the General Education courses designated as writing intensive at WSU, those students may apply credit from 
other designated writing intensive courses to meet that requirement. Those courses may be in General 
Education (e.g., a second writing intensive science course) or, when available, a third writing intensive course 
in the major. No writing intensive course in the major will be counted toward both General Education and 
writing in the major requirements. 
 
Transfer students who do not successfully complete the WAC requirements above may satisfy the 
requirements for writing proficiency in GE by completing the appropriate substitution described under 5 a.b.c. 
under "Writing in General Education." 

 
Transfer students must complete the two-course writing requirement in the major. 

 
5. Returning students  who have not been enrolled at the university for four or more consecutive quarters and 

who have not completed general education requirements must complete the Writing in General Education 
requirements as follows: 

 
at least 75% (40-55 hours) of general education completed -- successfully complete one WI course, 
in addition to ENG 101 and 102. 

 
50%-74% (28-39 hours) of general education completed -- successfully complete two WI courses, in 
addition to ENG 101 and 102. 
 
25%-49% (14-27 hours) of general education completed -- successfully complete three WI courses, 
in addition to ENG  101 and 102. 

 
less than 25% (fewer than 14 hours) of general education completed - successfully complete all four 
writing intensive courses, in addition to ENG 101 and 102. 



 
 

 
When returning students who still need writing intensive credit in General Education have already taken the 
earlier versions of General Education courses now designated as writing intensive, those students may apply 
credit from other designated writing intensive courses to meet that requirement. Those courses may be in 
General Education (e.g., a second writing intensive science course) or, when available, a third writing 
intensive course in the major. No writing intensive course in the major will be counted toward both General 
Education and writing in the major requirements. 
 
Returning students who do not successfully complete the requirements above may satisfy the requirements 
for writing proficiency in GE by completing the appropriate substitution described under 5 a.b.c. under 
"Writing in General Education." 

 
Returning students must complete the two-course writing requirement in the major. In the event a returning student 
has completed earlier, non-WI versions of courses now offered as the department’s WI courses and no further WI 
courses in the major are available, the student will complete the independent writing project to cover one of the 
courses; the requirement for the second course can be waived with the approval of the department. 

 
 
6. WSU graduates returning to earn another undergraduate degree must complete the Writing in the Major 

requirements.  
 
7. Students pursuing a dual major may have the writing requirements for one major waived at the discretion of 

that department/college. 
 
Each college/unit is responsible for monitoring the progress of its majors in completing the university Writing Across 
the Curriculum requirements. 



 
 

Oversight and Faculty Development 
 
 
1. The Writing Across the Curriculum Committee is a standing subcommittee of the Undergraduate Curriculum 

and Academic Policy Committee (UCAPC), and the chair of that committee also serves as a non-voting 
member of UCAPC. The Writing Across the Curriculum Oversight Committee has oversight responsibility for 
writing in both GE and in the Major. The committee includes the following members: one faculty member from 
each undergraduate college who teaches or has taught Writing Intensive courses; the Director of the 
University Writing Center; the Director of Writing Programs (or department designee), Department of English 
Language and Literatures; a representative from the English as a Second Language (ESL) program; a 
representative for the General Education Oversight/Assessment Committee; and a student member. 

 
The Writing Across the Curriculum Committee is charged with recommending action and policy to the 
Undergraduate Curriculum and Academic Policy Committee for Writing Across the Curriculum requirements. 
The WAC Committee has responsibility for the following areas: Writing in General Education requirements; 
Writing in the Major requirements; approval of criteria for Independent Writing Projects; monitoring and 
assessment of Writing Across the Curriculum, including Independent Writing Projects, Writing Intensive 
Courses, and WAC faculty development programs and activities. 

 
2.  The WAC Coordinator is responsible for devising and offering ongoing faculty development programs, many 

of which are developed in conjunction with the University Writing Center and the Center for Teaching and 
Learning. 
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